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Danger of Neglecting the Bleſſed | 
SACRAMENT. © 
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| | WHEREIN 

es Primitive Practice, and rhe Reaſons of its; 
Diſuſe and dry e are fully ſet forth. What 
are meant by Eating and Drinking Unwog- 
chily, and Eating and Drinking our own 


Damnation, are made plain to the meaneſt 
Capacity; all the moſt material Scruples and 
Objections commonly urged are fully an- 
ſwered: Together, with Forms of Prayer 
Before, Ar, and After the Receiving the 
Holy Sacrament. 
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Richard Alie Eſquire, Maſter. 
Mr. Edward Turgis, 


Mr. Ric! hard Duupſon, 
Mr. Gilbert LU rwyn, 


Mr. Edward Thurs fe! 
Sir Robert Clayton, 
Sir James Smith, 
Sir Thomas Gold, 
Mr. 7 omas T vther 


And others of the Chill of Alli- 
D. 


ſtants, of the Company of 
pers, London. 


Wardens. 


Aldermen. 
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"* OU hare bee cen plea 

05 to heap ſo ma- 
y of „our Favours 

. me and wine, 


hat!] ca not but take this little 
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bon to e aſe my Mind, by 


Complaining to the World, 
that I never yet had the LR 


118 


Opportunity 'to expre els my 
Thankfuln dels; but however, 


it 18 [ome (ztisfaction to me, 


that I have = ceaſed to pray 


ol ? 
to God for You and Your Fa- 
milies, in that Congregation 
n vou have been pl ical 


ed to place me. RY 
| : ab 
ir Was. 4 very remarkable 
1 & & | : | 
7 15 lex 3 
and: unexpected Providence, 
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ice of me for the Morning 
he 


'Ofy Olce 7 0 N 
Lecture, upon the Recom- 


m endation of my T Wo cver 
honoured Friends, Sir James 
Sth, and Mr. Thcmas T yther, 
dering The Orcat Intereſts 
that 
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that had been made for othet 


Miniſters, better d deferving, ng 


better known in the City, 


Wich I Was then a Serge 


3y this I accounted my ſelt tae 
hints 2 abundantly obliged to 
take Care, thar I did not Do 
the Work of the Lord negligently 3; 
And, that I might have the bet- 


ter Direction in it, you were 


pleaſed to Com mand, That ſo 
much of the Pious Will of Mr. 
john Raney ſhould be ſhewed 
to me, as related to the Pei for- 
mance of my Duty; and [ 
hope it will not be Offenſive to 
vou, if I hew ſome part of it 
to the World, as followeth; 


And further, That be- 
(020 the beginning of every t mY 
A 3 L; 


The Epiſtle 


Lecture on the Sabbath Day 
Morning m St. Michael's 


Church, the Lecturer, fo2 the. 


time detng do Reverently Read 


_ fuch Good and Godly Papers 


allowed by the Church of Eng- 


land. à8 hath been heretokoze 11- 


ſually perkoꝛzmed. And my dellre 
is, Chat the ſaid Pꝛeacher and 
Lecturer tn and by his ſatd Le⸗ 


ures and Sermons, do chiefly 


Atm at the ſuppreſſing of Sin, 
and building up the Bingdom 
of Gꝛace in the Hearts of the 
Auditozs: And that he ſhall, 
upon the firſt Sabbath Day 
Moꝛning in every Month be⸗ 


- 


ing the uſual Commumon Day, 
Erho:t his Auditozy koꝛ the re⸗ 
verent and due Receiving of the 
Holy Sacrament of the Loꝛd's 
Supper: and give fuch Godly 
Inſtrucdions and Oirecttons fo 
the lame as ſhall be moſt fit⸗ 
ting fo; that Occaſion. 


When 


Dedicatozp. 


- 


When I had heard this part 


of the Will of the Religious 
Zonor, I reſolved, by the 


Grace of God afhiting, that 


would obſerve what he fo pi- 


ouſly required of me. 


That l have made it my Bu- 


aneſs to ſuppreſs Sin, my Au- 
ditors can Teſtify ;. and that EF 
have obſerved his Pleaſure in 
,orting to.the Receiving of 
Bleſſed Sacrament, may ap- 
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pear to you by this ſhort Trea- 


tiſe only with this difference, 
that I have made it the chief 


part of my Work every Month 


with very few Intermiſſions) 
o Exhort my Auditors not to 


neglect it; becauſe ſince the 


Death of that Worthy Benefu- 
or, the Sin of Neglecting hath 
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ied a more thaa the Sin of 
Unworthy Receiving. 1] ha ve, 
with a {orrowtul:Heart, obſer- 
wed, That all thoſe Comedians 
etch are deſigned to. direct 
and r re the People to Re- 
ceive the Holy Sacrament, have 
-Hgrified very little becauſe 
there are but very four: in this 
vicious ard divided Age, that 
do partake. Dee. a patio, 
The . good: Succeſs Which I 
have had Praiſedtbe the God o 
Heaven for it,) and the continu- 
ed lmportunities of ſome, Who 
nad! forſaken the Communion 
boef tlie Church, and others wh 
bad forfakenall Religion, as to 
Pract ice'of ir, but are nov 
ecome very conſtant, and 
bopgmvery2plotrs Com 
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———"Dedicatozy, 
cants, have prevailed with me* 
to Publiſh thoſe Arguments 
which I have been many years 
inhſting and inlarging upon: 
and it they have the ſame In- 


uence upon the Readers, 
which they have had upon che 


Hes ers, it will exceedingly g- 
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joyce me; and you will hnae 
che leſs cauſe to repent of your 
Choice, and be the more wil- 


ling, that] ſhould Rill perform | 

that Service, to which I have 

no other Title, but the Conti- 

nuance of your Favour. and 

5,000 Opinion of me : Which, 

hat I may deſerve, ſhall be the 

c oa Endez tee of 

Tour moſt humble 

1 F bg $ and faithful 
Servant, 
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Hope you will Excuſe me, that 
T have diſappointed your Expe- 
tat ion, for I have diſappointed 
my. Own, My daily aud almoſt 
ourly Iaterruptions would not permit 
me to Tranſcribe the whole Copy, as the 
Printer earne/ty defired, before I com- 
mitted it to the Preſs: Aud the 
Truth is, I wa, unwilling to do it, for 
fear that a Review of what 1 had 
done ſhould alter my Mind, and fru- 
rate the Defire: of my importunate 
Friends. By this, through my Ni- 
Ailſulneſs in taking Meaſures, I have 
Seen forced to break off: very abruptly, 
being confind to a ſhort aud cheap 
Treatiſe, After I had conſidered the 
general Pretences of Non-Communi- 


cants, I intended to ſpeak of ſome 
particular Caſes, which I think ta bs 
of great Moment And likewiſe to 
have Treated upon another General 
Head, and that is, The Vindicati- 
on and Recommendation of the Way 
of Adminiſtration in the Church of 
Huglaud, and to ſhew that it aoth e. 
2edingly tend to the Promotion of that” 
rrue Piety and Holineſs, which all g 
Men do highly Contend for, and which 
*s the great Defigu of the Bleſſed Sas 
crament. I have, of late, ſpent a* 
creat part of my Time and Thoughts 
«pon this Argument, and have otſ:r- 
ved the Apoſtles Rule, In meeknels- 
co inſtruct them that oppoſe them- 
ſelves. But I need not trouble my 
Self or the World about a Vindication 
of the Church in any thing, becauſe: 
it hath been ſufficiently done many 
Tears fince : And js again underta> 
ten by many Miniſters of this City, 
Men of great Eminency, . whoſe 
Books are not only Jufft-1ent to fathfie” 
4% that are willing to be ſatisfied, but 
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4 the Reader, 

Te o tHe Reader. 
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ta mate them Champiuns for 
| Church, as many good Men have been, 


* 


mo were Diſaffetted to Her. 
TS To this. I add a very earneſt Rea 
me. If you have been miſtaken con- 
” cerning the Duty or Danger of Com- 
munitat ing, read with a deſſre to bo 
 farisfied : If you have lived a finful 

Life, read with a Willingneſs to be 


* 


Reformed, that you may neither be an 
Cnworthy Communicant, nor an Un 
worthy Non. Communicant; and if yo 
receive any benefit; give Praiſe to the 


zod of Heaven. | 
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HE great Contempt 
that is caſt upon N 
ligion in this Age 
in which we live, and 
eſpecially upon this 
great ORD I NANCE ofthe Bleſ- 
(ed Sacrament of the LO R D's ST/Pe 
| PER, hath made all undertakings 
of this nature very ſeaſsnable/\'l 
zueſtion whether there was any Peo _ 
ple, of what Religion ſoever they 
were, that ever ſlighted any Inſtitu- 
ion, Which they called Divine, as 
many chouſands of Chriſtians ſligi 
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If there were no other Argument 
to convince Chriſtians of their Duty 
to Receive, and the danger of Neg- 
lecting; the Cunning and Subtilty 
of the Devil, the great Enemy of 
our Salyation, by which he cheats 
Men in reference to this Ordinance, 
might be of great forge. | 

If we had lived with our Saviour 
in the World, or with his Apoſtles 
aſter his Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
we could not have imagin d, conſi- 
dering the plain words of the Inſti- 
tution, and the obliging Circum- 
ſtances. that accompanied it, and 
likewiſe the care and conſtancy of 
the firſt Chriſtians to obſerve it ac- 
cording to that plain Inſtitutien: 
that ever there ſhould be a. genera- 
tion of Chriſtians in the World who 
ſhould make any Diſputes concern- 
ing it. 5 

Who could have thought, that 
there ſhould have been auy Prieſts 
or Miniſters, who ſhould have kept 
back half the Sacrament from the 


People, ſince we find that our Savi- 


our gave the Cup to all thole to- 
whom he gave the Bread: | And 
the Apoſtle. tells the Corinthians, 
1 Cor. KI. Vers 27, 18, 29. in three 
Verſes together, of their Receivin 
the Cup as well as the Bread; and. 
in one of them, expreſly, requires 
that they ſhould Eat of that. Bread, 
and Drink of that Cup, ver. 28. And 
yer none will ſay, that the Corin- 
haus were Prieſts or Miniſters, to 
whom only the whole belonged. - 
Who could have imagined, that 
ver there ſhoutd have been ſuch'a 
non- ſenſical Whimſey as Tranſub- . 
{tantiation, which is contrary to the 
very nature of a Sacrament 2 It 
was very happy for the Primitive 
Chriſtians, that there was no ſuch 
Oonccit known in their days; for 
it had, it would exceedingly have 
hindred the propagating of the 
GOSPEL. If a Chriſtian: had 
eome to a Heathen, and told him 
that a piece of Bread after a few 
Prayers, 
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4 The onworthy” 


Prayers, is no longer Bread, but the 


very Body of Chriſt his Saviour, 
Aa the Hachen had taſted of it and 
found that it was nothing bur Bread 


ſtill, ſurely he would have tryed to 


laugh chat Chriſtian to death, and 
to hifs him out of the World, If the 
Heathens had heard any ſuch thing, 


they would have concluded that 


Chsiſtians were a ſort of Men, who 
were deprived of their Senſes, and 


that all they (aid concerning Chriſt's 


Miracles, his Reſurrection, his Af 
cenſion, and the Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt which followed it, was as 
true as Tranſubſtantiation. And if 
they had faid that Chriſtians eat their 


God, they would have concluded, 
Thar they deſerved to be hated bt 


all Men, and to be devoured by 
wild Beaſts (one of their Cruelties to 
the Chriſtians) who devourcd their 


God: Or elſe. they wouia have de- 


fired that they might cat with them 
For, They could be contented to tear 


him with their Tceth, to ſhow their 


H atred 


"Non-Commurnicant, s 


Or 4 — 3 — > 


Hatred againſt him and his Doctrin. 
Beſides, it is an inſignificant conaeit, 
n chat no Man can imagine, What 
od it could do him to eat che 
Body of his Saviour. 

Who could have imagined, that 
amongſt the Men of our owt: Rel 3 
gion, there ſhould be a Generation, 
hat ſhould throw the Ordinance 
away as uſeleſs and inſignificant? | 
P Pretend ing that they receive Chriſt 

their Hearts, and therefore there 
1 of the outward; Act: As 
none were to Receive the Sacra- 
ment. hut thoſe. that are Unwor⸗ 
hy, fuck-as receive not Chriſt ian 
cir Hearts! Ot as if thoſe rowhom | | 
our Sayiour gave it, who had fotſa- 18 
call for his ſake, did'not-ineceive if 
Chriſtin Sole Hearts! Or as ifthe 
Primitive Chriſtians, thols Holy ang 
Bleſſed Martyrs'who were; conflant 
Communicants, did not receive 
Chriſt lin cheit Heartad But alas, 
adler poor: deluded ctaries at Ti 
Hilfe up with: a cohctiti: that theỹx 
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are more holy than the Bleſſed Mar- 
tyrs were, and that they knew the 
mind and defign of Chriſt better 
than they did. | 

ut, (to come 2 little nearer to 


that which is my chief De- 


fign) who could have imagin'd that 
ever there ſhould- be Men that ex- 


pect Salvation by Chriſt (ſuch as. 


have none of thele Enthuſiaſtick 
Whimſeys) who ſhould think it a 
very indifferent thing, whether they 
obſerve this Inſtitution of our Bleſ- 


ſd Lord, or let it alone, although 


Chriſt commanded that it ſhould be 
Received / 

Thiere are too many amongſt us, 
who are Unworthy Communicants : 


| Men that do not fear God, and walk 


in his ways, who do not take care 
to keep their Souls pure and undeft- 
led, for which the Blefled Sacrament 
was appointed, But there are a 
great many more, who are Unwor- 
thy Non-Communicants,. who live 
in the continued Neglect of this 

„ great 


Non-Communicant, 7 


great Ordinance ; ſuch as are ſo far 
{com crying as the Diſciples did, 
Cord evermore give us this Bread, 
that they concern not themſelves, 
wherher they ever partake of is. 
And that is not all, but they think 
they do very well in it: That they 
conſult their own Safety and be- 
friend their owt Souls, by abſenting 


rom ſuch a dangerous Ordinance 2s 
the Sacrament is. Nay, they do not 


only abient from it themſelves, bur 
cher blame, or wonder, at leaft, at 


chem that adventure to come to it as 
:hofe that know not what they do.: 
und they account that thoſe Laws 


4 
Hy > 
HL 1 


which require Men to receive the 
Sacrament, are moſt Tyrannical, and 


195 more to be obeyed, than Edicts 
which ſhould command Men to 


damn their own Souls. Thus! thus 


1:2 Men deluded by the Devil, and 
*ffrighred from that Ordinance, 
which if they rightly underſtood, 
ey would not, for all the World, 


We 


= 


ive in the neglect of it. 
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Me are offended at the Church of 

Rome, as well we may, and pitty 
the People of that Religion, tor be- 
ing content with half the Sacra- 
ment; but what ſhall we lay, when 
they tell us, that our People ate 
content wholly to reject it ? 

Had we heard our Saviours In- 
ſtitution of it, wi. the moſt endea- 
ring and obliging Circumſtances, 7 he 
ſame night in which be was betrayed, 
which ſhewed that it was his Fare- 
wel gift or Token of his Love: Or 
had we lived in the firſt and pureſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity, and ſeen with 

what Conſtancy as well as Ardency, 
the Sacrament was Celebrated a- 
mongſt Chriſtians; and (if any by 
che Cenſures of the Church, were 
kept back from the Lords Paſſover) 
had ſeen whatd dreadful condition 
of Fear and Horrour they were in; 
how they lay proſtrate at the 
Chureh- door, and begg'd with 
Tears and grievous Bemoanings, the 
Prayers of the Communicants, - that 
TY, they 


- ©on-Communicant, | 9 


i ey mighbe be admitted again with 


of em to the Lord's T able; wo would 
y It have imagined, that- ever there 
80 mould be a Nation, in which the 
" | © riſtian Religion ſhould be profel- 
T1] ::4, chat ſhould have hank in 


att | 

© | +. who had rather be without the 
-acrament than have it: Who thould: 
u ther they can better be ſaved 
a without it, and that their Receiving 
of i ir, would rather endanger, than 

their Salvation? 

if we conſider likewiſe, that 
our r Saviour's laſtitution of it was 
A rhe had ſpent the laſt {and there- 
re we account it the moſt prevall⸗ 
ng) part of his time in perſwading; 


aud commanding his Diſciples "to 
ove one a another, and to be ont as he 
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g his Father were one (which Wo 


"ay take as preparatory to his In- 
ruting the Bleſſed Supper) and if 


al! this we add, how careful the 


1 92 44 * 111. 


Primitive (_ *hriſtians Were, 0 e 


had the Rule over them, aud 
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10 Che Unwotthy 
thoſe Rules which they preſcribed 
for the Adminiſtration of the Sacaa: 
ment (which Rules are, many of 
them obſerved in the Church of 
England at this day) It cannot but 
ſeem very ſtrange, and be very 
grievous to all good Chriſtians a- 
mongſt us, that there ſhould be 
ſuch Gauſeleſs Diviſions and Sepa- 
rations from this Bleſſed Ordinance, 

To the end therefore, that Men 
may not diſhonour their Proteſſion, 
nor be. cheated of that Spiritus! 
Food, which Chriſt appointed tor 
the nouriſhing of their Souls to eter- 
na! Life, upon any pretence what- 
ſoever ; I earneſtly intreat, and be- 
ſeech all Non-Communicants, ſeri- 
ouſly and impartially to conſider 
theſe following things. 


I. It is the great Duty, as well as 
the great Priviledge, of every Chri- 
ſt ian to Receive the Lord's Supper. 

It is our Saviour's Command, 7his 
Dy; and it is great and apparent Dil- 


| : obe- 
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obedience in every Chriftian, who 


docs it not. think ãt very neceſſa- 


ry, that this ſhould be my firſt AF 


{crtion, becauſe the Practice of moſt. 
Men doth ſuppoſe, that every Man 


— 


, whether he will Receive it or not: 
And if he Recieves it not in a whole 
Year, or many years, or not in all his 
liſe-time, or not till he is in his laſt 
{.ckneis (and then calls for it, not for 
any love that he hath to Chriſt, or a- 
ny delight that he takes in the Or- 
finance, but to make an experiment, 
whether that will eaſe his tormented 
mind, when nothing elle will) that 
mall chis neglect he hath not offen- 
ied God That if he ſhould come to 
he Sacrament, he might have cauſe 
:0 repent, but his turning his back 
won it, though ever ſo often, xeeds 
#9 REPERtance. >, 


is left at his Liberty, and ought to ba 


There are a great many, who if 


hey are required to come to the 
:.ord's Table, anſwer, That they are 
t {atisfied to Receive. But I would 

Lain 


Hon Tommuntcant. 17 


+ that the Bleſſed Sactament of the 


7 5 mung P 
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fain know of thoſe. Men; how: I. | 
can be ſatisfied: to let it alone and ro 
turn their backs upon it, Wien ov: } 
thars under the fame Obligations, do If 
make their lolemn approach to it. 
1 am tare, there never was any Di- 
vine laſtitution, concerning which, 
the People wg that Diſpenſation;- 
thought they were left at their liber 
ty. N they ſhould- obſerye it 


or not. Every Male was Circumciſed. 


Concerning the Paſſover, we read 
Baud. 12. T. 28. Au the Children c Y 
Iſrael went away, and did as the Lore 
hae! commanele 2d Moſes, aud Aaron, ho 
dia they. It is tre to conkider; 
how all the Ricual and Ceremonial 
Laws were obſerved. That Buri len 
which they were not able: 70 bear. they ; 


— 


did not dare to throw oft : And yer 


Lord's Supper, ſhould ebe ſſighred, 
ad if it were no Divine infticetion, 
but only char which qur Savicur 
ment ion 4. and leſt ãt ta thio pleafure 
ol his Diſciplcs and: Followers; _ | 


"Non: .Communicant. = 


her they would obſerve ir. This (I 
is very ſtrange and unaccountable. 

cannot imagine, What expoſi- 
ion the Non Communicant can 
make of the words of the 1nſticuti- 
on, This Do in Remembrance of Me. 
He © CANOEING ſay, thac it is poſt- 
:ively Enjoyned, and he cannot but 
9. chat it is of Univerſal Extent. 
O ur Saviour did not ſay, you may 


» This in Remembrance of me, if you 


2 


»icaſe, He did not ſay, let the Beſt. 


00 ' my Diſciples do This, tholc that 
ſtrongeſt = of the higheſt Rank, 


_ 


And ons othe TS omit it. That had 
| b-en to leave both ua{atisfied. The 


WV 


tro e delt be eing humble and modeſt, 
"old 4 always bo ſulpicious, that they 


d not Arrived at a Degrceof Grace 
h enough (there being no Stan- 


ard) And the weakeſt would be 


:5ubled, that they were not per- 
ed to partake, and knew not 
gen they ſhoald, But he (aid, This 
without any Reſtrict ion or Li- 


| | dation, Commanding the Obſer- 


ce of it, by all thole who expect 
Ia.» 
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14 "The Unwozthy- 
Halvat ation by his Death, and Suffer: 


1288. 

, "I rhe Inſtitution of it by 
our Saviour, that Admonition of the 
Apoſtle to the Corinthians is very 
oblcrvable, 1 Cor. 11. 28. Let a man 


examine himſelf, and jo let him Fat o 


thai Bread, and Drink of that Cup. 
The Apoſtle doth not lay, Let a mai 
Examine himfelf, that he may know 
1 he hall Receive or not: 
That he may either Eat, or lot it a- 


lone, according as he finds himſelf 
diipoſed in his own Mind: If he be 


Religiouſly diſpoſed, let him go to 
the Lord's- Supper, it not, let him 


ſtay away. But, Le? a man Examine 


himſei;, and fo let 1141 Eat, &c. Plain- 
ly. intimating, that the Sacrament 
was an Ordinance, not to be diſpen- 
ſed wich, but to be prepared for. 
and that no Man can ſatisfie his 
Mind to neglect it becauſe he is Un- 
worthy, but muſt prepate to par- 
take of it, that he may be worthy. 
| think { nee d not {ay any more, 
to ſhow that it is the duty of every 
i One, 
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Non-Communicant, © EY 


e, Who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, 
o Receive the Bleſſed Sacrament. It 
will be only tequiſite, that; i ſpeak 


a for the determination of 


e caſe, and that is, How often e- 
ry one is obliged. to Receive, he- 


cauſe ome may "think that, unlets 


y ; pactake at ever. Communion, 


they ate aun, oa din of Omiilion : 


and if they ſhould, the Number of 
ammunicants being very - great in 
ons places, it is impoſſible to be 
2cctormed,. To this 1 may Anſwer, 
at in regard our Saviour made no 


Zetermination in this Matter, It is re- 


vice that lay we one ſhould take 
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OE and from his own 
6 «ticular Exigencies and Neceſlities. 
firſt. the Chriſtians met toge- 


8 bes and Received every day of the 


ck. Their Hearts were inflam d 
ch Love to their Saviour, and they 
vere in continued expectation, by 
Aa ende. to be ſent to him. At- 
;erwards, it came to four times in 
bo week! {des the Feſtivals, The 
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appoimment of our © hurch. is, that 
very one ſhould Receive at leaſ. 
Brees times in the year; and I con- 
ceive, that the Monthly Adminiſtra- 
_—_ it, in great and populous Ci- 
"Ties is, partly, that there ſhould not 
be ſo great a concourſe at the Feſti- 
vals, as that it ſhould be impoſſible 
to Adminiſter-it to all at once, and 
much more, that thoſe who are zca- 
louſly aflected, and find a greater 
neceſſity than others do, of Recei- 
ving it often, might have the more 
frequent Opportunities For, the rea- 
ſon why it is not Adminiſtred ever ry 
Lord's-day (as it was formerly, and 
For that reaſon, the Communion er. 
vice is ſt ill continued in the Church 
where there is no Adminiſtration) is 
nor becaute Chriſtians may Receive 
the Sacrament foo often, but becauſe 
the Commoneſs of it, may leſſen 
that Reverence and Eſteem, which is 
to be had for that great and ſolemn 
Ordinance, It would be a happincls 
indeed, if from the number of Zea- 
Sus Cemmunicants, we ſhonld find 
| . 
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to think, is the common caſe of 
d oa. Communicants in our Days. 


en a miſtake of two expreſſions in 
the am es Admonition to the Co- 


1 e e 
y [EASE £2 ING 
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- and erinketh Damnation f him- 


PPP 
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__ Non- Communicant.” 


c neceſſ⸗ ary to Adminiſter the Rn 
ment EV Very Lord s 5-day +- 


„ The danger of Uaworthy Re- 
iying is not lo great as many think- 
| is, who flee from the Sacrament 
op which would bring them in- 
a very great, and irrecoverable 
danger. It is not, an unpardonable 
Sin, but that a. be amen»: 


Ke 2 


mention this in the ſecond place, 
che ſatisfaction of thoſe who are 
ler ſuch terrible fears of being Un- 


i rthy Communicants, that they 
ommunicate not at all, which I am: 
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Theſe itquicting Fears proceed 


dus, 1 Cor. 11. 29. For be that 
1) and drinketh Unworthily, cat- 54 


if, not diſcerning the Lord s Body. 


[hey do not rightly unde erſtand 


atis meant by eating and drink- 
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Cnworthily, nor by eating and 
e Damnation. And for want of 
2 right underſtanding of theſe Ex- 
prefſions, they ſtart ſrom the Sacra. 


ment, as if the 1 ord 's Table were 


become a e. They are ſo af 
trighted, that Chriſt's Command ſig- 
nifies "nothing. to them, nor yet the 
benefit which he declared ro his 
Diſciples * bey [hou receive by it. 
When tbey near now former Ages 
frequonted the Sacrament, they re- 
gard it not, bur think that they 
have diſc drered a danger which their 
ſorefathers never found our. 1 They 
think rhat hey ate in the ſureſt way 
o Salvation chires ome not to the va 
crament, and the ſeſdomet that any 
one Roceivyes, 
40CS incur tO himkelf. And from 2 
2 ke of this place it is, that many 
cry Pious "and therefore Worthy 
Commun carts) come not to The 
Lord's Table with that Joy and Ala- 
city of Spirir, which 3 the 
welcome Gueſts of our Bleſſed and 
Bountiful SAVIOUR, but are op- 
preſſed 


the Tels danger he 


e eee e 
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F prfled with Fears and Terrors, a3 
S i rhey ſuſpected their coming would 

4 bc tot their Prejudice. 
4 As for the W ord Gulag, Ln worthy : 
The lene, in Which we commonly 
uſe of it, is a good interpreta. 
on "of the Apoſtles meaning. We 
do not call a Man Unworthy, be- 
8 he hath not attained to any 
high Accommpliſhment : Becauſe he 
* +; of meaner or lower degree than 
aber Lor do we call a Man Un- 
'Or hy, becauſe of ſome Faults that 
= 10 15 guilty of, conſidering that 5» 
17 things we offend all. But We 
him Unworthy, who doth a baſe 
Ac from a baſe Deſign. We call 
m Unworthy who is a Diſſem- 
ber who pretends Friend ſhip to a- 
nother for his own ends, but it ap- 
nears that he hath no real Kindneſs "1 
him. He is Unworthy, who caſts 1 
atompt upon him whom he ought 1 
-R everence and Honour as his Su- 8 

S -criour. In ſuch a ſenſe as this is, 

| Wc ac tounderſtand the meaning of 
he Apaſtle. He is an Unworthy | 
„ Com- 
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„Ehe Gnwotthy 

a Communicant, who ET to be 
| the Diſciple of the Lord, and takes 
# no care to keep his Commandments. 
| He is an unworthy Cemmunicant,who 
4 pretends great Honour and Reverence 
10 for his Saviour and his Ordinances, 


and yet comes Unreverently before 
him, which was the Corinthians caſe. 
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# For the right underflanding of 
it this word, no Man muſt make the 
eſteem which he hath for himſelf to 


be his Rule: For then we ſhould |j 
conclude, that our Saviour made 3 
f Feaſt with a reſolution that none 
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| | thould partake of it. The impeni- ; 
þ tent Sinners Guilt tells him that be | 
is Unworthy, and the penitent Sin- 


— 


ners Humility tells him that he is 
Unworthy: And ſo by conſequence, 
Neue muſt come to the Sacrament. 
According to this Rule, the Apoſtle 
him i was an Unworthy Commu- 
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| | | nicant; for hecalls himſelf the Chef 
1% of Sizrers, If this were the Rule, c- 
1 very Man ſhould be a worthy Com- 
[1188 | miunicanr, accord ing to the good 
—1 1 conceit that he hath of himſelf. The 

boa · 
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boaſting Phariſee ſhould be Worthy, 
1 the poor humble penitent Publi- 
n ſhould be Unworthy. 
it is great pity, but that every 
good Chriſtian ſhould underſtand 
che trac ſenſe of the Word, becauſe, 
otherwiſe thoſe who arc moſt Wor- 


thy, by reaſon of their great Humili. 


and Self. abaſement, are moſt apt 
© conc'ude themſelves Unwerthy. It 
gad been great pity, that the Centu- 


rion ſhould have Joſt his Ecrand to 


dur Saviour, becauſe, he accounted 


:imiclf Unworthy that he ſhould. 


-ome ander his Roof. Our Saviour 
would have accounted it great Pity, 


* the. Woman of Cana ſhould have 
bon rejected, becauſe, ſhe accounted 
ner ſelf as Unworthy as a Dog. It is 


Mn pity that any humble Chriſtt- 
211 hould be kept from the Sacrament 


caſe he thinks himſelf Unworthy. 


„it; for, the ſenſe of his Unwon- 


ines doth ſhew that he is Worthy... 


Thale who ate under this millake, 
be better informed, by reading 


© Form ol Adminiſtration in our 
Clurch 
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Church. We do not come co the 
Lord's Table, and ſay, * Lord, we 
have now gotten a great Conqueſt 
* over our Sins, we are now arrived 
to a high Meaſure of Grace and 
Piety beyond other Men, and 
* therefore, now we account our! 
* ſelves Worthy Commuinicants, and 
ſuch as are fir to Sup with our 
Lord. But on the contrary, we ac. 
knowledge and bewail our manifold fins 
and wickedneſs, which we have grievouſ- 
ly committed; we acknowledge, that 


we are not worthy to gather the Crumbs 


under his Table, Sc. By which it ap- 
pears, that none are to Receive the Sa- 
crament, but thoſe that, in this ſenſe, 
judge themſelves Unworthy of it. 


That every one therefore, may 
have a right Notion of this Word, 


Unworthy: The Rule which they 
muſt judge by, is the Word of God. 


Every Man muſt account himſelf Wor- 


thy or unworthy to Receive the Sacra- 
ment ( not according to what he thinks 
of himſelf, but) according to wha! 
God's Word declares concerning him. 
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They are Worthy, whom God ac- 


cepts of, according to his Covenant 
of Grace, declared in, and by the 
Goſpel. He that is ſincerely Peni- 


tent, though he cannot think him 


felf Worthy, yet, God declares him 


be ſo ; and therefore, he is a Wor- 


thy Communicant, and is offeaſive 
to God, and injurious to himſelf if 


he comes not to the Bleſſed Sacra- 


ant. He that ſincerely deſtres, and 
2n:cavours to walk in the ways of 
{ _ and Religion, though by tealon 

his many failings in his Duty, he 
© chinks himſelf Unworthy, yet, God 
accounts him Worthy, and therefore, 
10 OL ght to come to the Sacrament, 
and to come with great Joy and A- 
cir of Mind. And the Sacrament 


very proper for him, becauſe, it is 


41 excellent means to help him a- 
34oft that which troubles him. 
There is a twofold Unworthinels ; 
DE. 45 to the Perſon, and as to the 
mnn:r of Communicating. As to the 
Perton, when he is in a ſinlul and 
n penitent State, when he allows 
himſelt 


89 3 
St”; 


24 The Unwoꝛthy 
himſelf in ſinful Practices, and takes 

_ pleaſure in them, though he knows 

i that he Acts contrary to the Com- 

i. mand of Chriſt, either trying to {a- 

14 tisfie himſelf with Atheiſtical Ho pes 

v that there is no World but this, or 


elſe with the hopes of an Atter-Re- 
pentance, which is the common ſnare 
of the Devil. This Perſon cannot 
be a Worthy Communicant, for he is 
| atenmity with God in his Mind: He 
is a Rebel againſt the Law of Chriſt, 
which his intention to repent aſter- 
1 wards, doth ſuppoſe. He is one Who 
1 cannot think himſelf welcome to 
| Chriſt, becauſe he will not ſuffer him 
| to be his Lord zo Rule over him. 
i There is Unworthineſs likewiſe, 
as to the manner of Receiving, and 
that is, when a Man doth nor Re- 
1 ceive with Reverence as becomes 
1 him in that folema Approach to 
1 God. This was a great fault, which 
1 the Corinthians were guilty of. They 
came Ureycrently and Diſorderly to 
1 the Sacrament from their Lovc- 
| lvl Fcalts, forgetting. that they 
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© Non-Communicant. | 2 


+01 if their own Houſes bur in Gods 
Houſe, and that they were not cat- 
ing at their own Tables but at the 
Lord's Table. This is the proper 
meaning of the Apoſtles expreſſion: 


in the next words, Not diſcerning the ' 


Lord's Body ; an expreſſion which 1 
have heard ſome Papiſts make ule 
of, for their Whimley of Tranſub- 


Hantiation, as if ey Ate and Drank 


in vorthily, who did not diſcesn by 
Faith, that it was the very Body of 
our Saviour: But molt certain it is, 
that the Apoſtle had. another mean- 


wg, The word d ;ax2v% ſignifies both | 


0 0 lleriminate and to ſanctiſie, and ſo 


e propereſt Account that can be 
given of it, is, that he who doth 
0 Receive after a Devout and Re- 
1510US manner, is Unworthy. 

hope ] have ſaid enough to take 
oft] the e cauſeleſs fears 
thoſe who are humble Chriſtians, 

100 that they will not any longer 


che Enemy of their Salvation i 


"is s Alvatag againſt them, but that 


y will take right Mcalures, 1 
C 


mended by him, and therefor 


be ſo tar from keeping from the Sa- 
crament, becauſe they think them - 
lelves Unworthy, that they will ac- 
count it a good qualiſication for their 
Welcome at the Lord's Table, Let 
fuch Men look into the Holy 
Goſpel, and they will find, that 
ſuch perſons as ey are, were not on- 

ly accepted of Chriſt, but highly = 


the moſt Welcome Gueſts at his 
Table. 

The next thing to . cuddingd. 
is, What the Apoſtle means by cating 


10 Nur, drinking Damnation; Which is the 


affrighriag expreſſion that makes 
thouſands afraid to Receive the Sa- 


crament. The trembling ſinner thinks 


that this brings Men into the con- 
dition of thoſe who were guilty of 


the Elaſphemy againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt - Thar they who committed 
a fin which ſhall never be forgiven 
them : That they have received Un- 
worthily, are ir een Loft and 
Ruin de That they have ſwallowed 
down Poiſon to their Souls, and can 
never 
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never vomit it up again. And if theſe 
»2the Interpretations that Chriſtians 
make of thoſe Expreſſions, that it is 
very hard to fay who is worthy ro 
Receive, and yet if a Man be an Un- 


worthy Receiver he is from thence- 


forth in a State of Damnation; It is 
15 wonder that there are ſo few 
Communicants. That 1 may there- 
loc reftifie theſe miſtakes, I deſire 


ihele things may be conſidered. 


_ this Epiſtle. He was a more faithful 


RES DIS 


x. It was not the deſign of the A- 
goſtle, by this Expreſſion, to ſcare 
che wickedeſt Men amongſt Chri- 
ans from the Sacrament, but only 
chat they might Reform and come 
o it, He did not ſuppoſe that what 

{aid would make any afraid to 
der form their Duty in obſerving this 
Itdinance, nor had it any ſuch ef- 
cf upon thoſe to whom he wrote 


te ward and Servant of Chriſt, than 
0 do any thing, with deſign, to diſ- 
-0urage thoſe from coming to his 
Maſters Table, who were invited to 
prepare, and to come to it. It be 


had, 
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had, he had: bcen as Unwonly 
2 Miniſter, as the worſt ſinner can 
be an Unworthy Communicant. It 
is of great moment, and may excec- 
dingly tend to the ſatisfaction of the 
ſcrupulous, when they read the Scfip- 
rures, to conſider well what the de- 
fign of the Pen-man is : For by this 
means they will prevent miſapplica- 
tions, which are of very il Conſe- 
quence. 

2. The word which is tranſlated 
Damnation, is «#2 which ſignifies 
Judgment, and doth as well ſigniſie 
any temporal Evil which befals Men 
in this World as che Puniſhment in 
the helliſh State. And fo ng mean- 
ing is this and no more He that 
Eateth and Drinketh Unworthily of 

tends God, and provokes the Judg- 
199k of God againlt himſelf. 
The caſe of rhe Carint hiaus is 


8 


to be conſidered, and that may tend 


exccedingly. to the latisfaction o 
thoſe that are thus affrighted. 
They had receive d Unworthi- 


I; but yer the Apoſtle doch not tel 


them 
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em that they are Damned, or 
at they are in a loſt condition, and 
muſt now perifh for ever; but Ad- 
moniſhes them to be more careful 
or the time to come, that they might 
come with better Preparation than 
dne had made before. | 
2. In cating and drinking Un- 
worthily, they had eat and drank 
Damnation to themſclyes in the A- 
noſtles Senſe : They had eat and 
rank Judgment, as appears in the 
ent Verſe. For this cauſe many are 
and fickly amongſt you, and many 
Gras From which it is concluded, 
hat God ſent a Plague at Corinth for 
their Unworthy Receiving. * 
+. it muſt be conſider d, that the 
*poſile only blames the Corinthians 
or chat Fault which they were then 
1 of, which was their Unwor- 
7 Receiving, There were no Chri- 
ons in thoſe days that were Non- 
2mmunicants, They generally va- 
lu ved! the Sacrament above their lives, 
ad an opportunity of receiving, 
duch it were Adminiſtred every 
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| Day in the W cek, above all the En. 
joy ments of che World. There was 
therefore no occaſion for the Apo- 
ſtle to tell them the danger of living 
in the neglect of the Sacrament : If 
there had, no Mag in his Wits can 
imagine but that the Apoſtle would 
have threatned Damnation as well to 
Unworthy Neglectots as he did to 
Unworthy Receivers of the Bleſſed 
2 
„If this which the Apoſtle ſaith 

. of Earing and Drinking Damnation 
be the cauſe of Mens being afraid to 
come to the Sacrament, they may 
for the like reaſon, be afraid to per- 
form other Duties of Religion. 

If any e Sinner Prays to 
God, without a reſolution to avoid 
the lame courſe of Life, he cannot 
think but his Prayers will provoke 
God to puniſh him, rather than 
obtain ſavour to him He hath 
reaſon to expect that the Judgment 
of God, both in reference to this 
Life, and that which is to come, 
ilionld be rhe conſequent of it. He c 


8 


an * 


is one who confeſſeth his ſin to God, 
it doth not fo much as intend to 
orſake it forthe time to © come : 
this muſt certainly be a great 
rovocation of the All- ſeeing God, 
on Man to pretend that he is ſor- 
bot what he hath done, when he 
is not r eſolved to amend. 


if an earthly King could know 


the Malefactor, who begs his 
15 intended to do the ſame wick- 
nes s for which he deſerved to dye 
core, he wo! uid be fo far from 
Gre aiting his Petition, chat he would 
ten his Execution. i 
The Almighty God, the great 
ag of Heaven, knows this to be 
- Sinners Caſe, that although he 
Hands condemned for his evil Deeds, 
be- begs pardon; only as a thing 
« courſe, without any reſolution of 
ne, and can it be imagin d 
dat any thing leſs than Damnation 
ould be the end of this Sinner ? 
Th ere is one caſe in which the Sin- 
Fo directly Pray Damnation 


mſelt, according to the Apoſtles 
Phraſe, 
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Phraſe, and that is the caſe of the 
malicious and re vengeful Sinner, he 
Prays to God to forgive him his te, 
paſjes as he forgives others: That is 
not at all. It is as it he ſhould ſay, 
Lord be thou revenged on me, for 
I am reſolved to be revenged on my 
Brother. Beſides, there is no more 
cauſe of Terrour from this Expreil- 
on of the Apoſtle by which Sinners 
are ſcared from the Sacrament, than 
there is in that of Solomon by which 
wicked Men may be afraid to Pray, 
Prov. 15. 8. The Sacricfie, that is 


the Prayer, of the Wicked is an Abo 


mination to the Lord, He that doth 
that which God loaths, and is an A- 
bomination to him, certainly can ex- 
pect nothing but Damuatiun to be 
the end of it. I would fain know 
of the Non- Communicant whether, 
if the Apoſtles Expreſſion had been, 
Ele that Eateth and Drinketh Cawor- 
thily. is an Abomination unto the Lord, 
and Solomon's Expreſſion had been, 
The Prayer of the Wicked bringeth 
Damnation to himſelf; char he would 

| . have 


ne 
— 
188 
28 5 
r 
N 


9 

£5 

RS AL; 
hs 

SY 
s 


Pol 


„ RY ge So ehgak 3M N n 3 
C es” 
RT LI r Tar S% % 5 
: 


yy, S 7 5250 . 
LES EI SE EI EIN 25 
/ og IE 0 Ea 1 
e 5 9 „ LS lg 1 PN 


Non ⸗Communicant. 33 
have received the Sacrament, but 
ever pray d to God, | 

| may likewiſe inſtance in that 
eat Duty of hearing God's Word. 
Certainly every Man will grant, that 
Or 1 Man to come to the Houſe of 
God, to hear what God requires of 
im, without any intent to do it, 
and xccordingly comes from hearing 


— 


Cond's Commands with a reſolution 


:0 break them, can expect nothing 
i- than Damnation to be the conſe- 
quent of it. And although this be 
he cale of thouſands of Sinners, yet 
they are not afraid to hear Cod's 
ord. There is no more cauſe of 
Terrour from this Expreſſion of the 
\poſtle to Unworthy Communi- 
ants, thin there is from many Ex- 
-refiions of our Saviour and his A- 
Iſtles concerning Unworthy -Hear- 
rs Of God's Word. I may inſtance 
{irſt, in that of our Saviour, Lute 8. 
3. Take becd therefore how. you hear's 
hoſoever hath, to him ſhall be given; 
nd whoſoever hath not, from ham ſhall 
6c taken, even that which he ſeemeth to 

have 
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have. It our Saviour had only given 5 
the Caution, Tate heed how you hear, 
ir might” ſtartle the unproficable | 
Hearer, and give him juſt cauſe to 
expect Judgment if he were not carc- 
ful ; Bur our Saviour adding, For 
whoſoever bath: to him fall be given, 
and from him that hath not, from hi . 
ſball be taken away, even that whicl 
he ſeemeth to have, is an expreſſion 
which ſigniſies the condition of a 
careleſs Hearer to be fo forlorn, that 
it may may make every ſuch finner 
afraid to enter into God's Houle, 
The meaning of our Saviour by thai 
proverbial ſaying is, He that is an 
Obedient Hearer ſhall | grow in Grace 
and Knowledge, and be in the caſe 
of a rich Man who enereaſeth wy 
Riches to a" great Eſtate ; but the 
careleſs Hearer who doth not give 
diligent Attention, and who comes 
to hear without reſolution to Pra- 
ctice, is like x Man of low Degree, 
who by taking no care to improve 
his Stock, loſeth that little that he 
hath, and comes to intollerable Beg- 
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ven Ngary and Miſery. Ho drœadful is 
ca, hc Condition of that Man, who 
ible MO may be ſaid to bear away all that is 
to ode Who, the longer the hears, 
ure che leſs he re gards, and the worſe he _ If 
„en, might inſtance likewiſe in the 1 
m ompariſon which our Saviour makes 
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ich cen a diſobedient Hearer, and 1 
on - fooliſh Man who built bis Houfe 1 
"a pon the Sand, Mat. 7. 26. Of | 
at MW ch he ſaith, great was ot fall of 1 


ler bs MWe cannot imagine the great fal! ẽ 5 
ſe, oa Difobedicnt Hearer to be any 1 
lar 40 leis than a fall into Damnation 1 
and verlaſting Miſery - And yet 1 
en are not therefore afraid to heat $ 
God's Word who refuſe to do it, | | 
may inſtance likewile in the Ex⸗ | 
p::{fions ofthe Apoſtles? - St. James 
aich, Chap. I. v. 22. Be ye doersof if 
;Vord and not bearers only, decei- 1 
wing, a ows ſelves, How do Men i. 
des themlelves, but by expe- i 
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mnation muſt be their Portion 
: not doing? And yet the ſinner 
doth 
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dainly 


22 7 


doth nor ſay, I ſnall but deceive my 
ſelf, and therefore tis in vain for me 
to go to God's Houle to hear his 
Word. There is another Expreſſion 
of the Apoſtle ; 2 Cor. 2. 16. To the 
one we are 4 favour of death unto 
death. The Apoſtle is ſpeaking con- 
cerning the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, 
and the different effects which it 
_ upon Men. in reference to ano- 

ther World. It ig the ſawour of deat, 
unto death ; an expreſſion alluding to 
ſtrong perfumes, which are pleaſant 
to ſlome, but arc, like Poilon ſud. 
deſtructive to others. It is, 
as if gf: Apoſtic ſhould have ſaid, 
Though to 3 our Preaching the | 
Goſpel is exceeding beneficial, yea | 
to others, who regard it not, it is molt | 
certainly deſtructive, for it brings 
eternal Dearh, There is more ccr- 
or in this Expreſſion than there as in 
that of tic Apot ſtle's eating and driut- 
Damn ation; for that, as | bave 
ſhewed, ſignifies any temporal Evil 
as well as the Puniſhment of another 
State: But this of the \ poltle ſrgni- 
tics 
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den 


ny bes only the Death of the Soul in a- 

e nother Wofld ; And yer, for all this, 
ws Men are not afraid to hear the Goſ- 
on W oct Preached to them. By this [ 
the hope it hath appeared, that there is 
1 no more reaſon why . Chriſtians 
on: {hould be afraid to Receive the Sa- 
el, ¶ crament, from chat Expreſſion of the 

it Apoſtle, than they ſhould be to per- 
| form other Duties of Religion, con- 
ſiering What the Scripture ſaith con- 
cerning thoſe that ate Unworthy 
| Performers of them. 

5. 1 may add in the laſt p lace; 
| {that this Expreſſion of the Apoſt! le. 
| how focver it may ſcem to be, 15 
that Which the Cor tut hian and all 
Chriſtians might Know, though the 
| \poiilz had never ſaid it. Every 
Jan, by the light of natural Reaſon, 


| 0c dience to the Laws of his G0, 
or comes Unreverentiy before lim, is 
not accepted of him, but on the con- 
ty, goth pr rovoke him to anger, 
| and conic N dent! Y TO pu: 1 h that of 
| $ jender 


es that he who doth nor live in 
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fender, who doth thus diſobey and 
gontemn him 

It Heathens had been nog ligent or 
unrevecrent in their Sacrifices, and a 
plague had hapned amongſt them, as 
it was ſuppoſed to be the caſe ol the 
Corinthians, they would doubrief 
have concluded, that the Plague came 
becauſe of their Neglect of their 
Duty, And therefore it is a hard 
caſe that Men ſhould be ſo much as 
raid of the Sacramem, becauſe they 


arc told of a danger, which Hea. 


thens themſelves might Ive Known 


In the like caſe. 


Tis very probable chat the Go- 
ba were lo apprehenſive of the 
infinite love of Chrift, and of the be- 
mefit which was to he received by 
this Ordinance, that they were not 
ſo well aware of the danger of Un- 
worthy Receiving as they might have 
been;  aad therefore the Apoitte 
3 fit to give them this Adn 10 
nition, by which chey might under. 
land, chat (although the Benefit was 


grant to the Worthy Recei , yet) 
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Man muſt not be ſo preſumptu · 
ntoof ity as to think 
may come to it without a 
ue -onfideration of, and ptepara- 
for ſuch 4 neat and ſolemn why 
-02cht to God. iN 
I. Phe: SS ot Unworthy 
ccking the Sactrament is generals 
rcarer than the danger of Un- 
) Receiving: -| know chat this 
tion Wil tec ſtrauge to many; 
be very. oftc altre to for 16, 
heard the 
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lerence to divine and poſitive inſti- 
tutions. | Thote who: of old were 


called God's People, becauſe they 
had ent red into Covenant with him, 
had polkive Inſtitutions from God, 
which they were duly to obſerve, 


and to ſanctiße themſelves tor the per- 


lormance of. We are not to ima- 
gine that they thought their: exter- 
nal Sanctifications were enough, but 
that there muſt be an in ward Sancti- 
ficat ion of the Heart, to which the 
other did relate. And although they 
vere detective in this (as it appears 
by the great Complaints which God 
made againſt them) yet they did not 
dare to neglect che Obſervance of 
Gods poſitive Inſtitutions; bur all 
the people were careful to do what 
God commanded, as to the outward 
Act, though they were negligent 2 

to the inward diſpoſition of their 
Minds and preparation for it, When 


Our Saviour came into the World, the 


Paſſover was dulywbſerved by thoſe 
whom he condemned as the wort 
Men in the World, but yer he no 

8 where 
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where tells them that they mould 
not have obthev* dit; or that it had 
been bettet that the Ordinance had 
been wholly laid aſide. Though all 
£72 11 Hracl rhat were of Iſrael, yet 
all accounted ft their Duty to ob- 
rwe the Ordinances of 740 Cod of 


. *, 


Arge. 
F we likewiſe conſider che Pra 
ice of the firſt Chriſtians, we ſhall 
and, that they accounted Non-Com- 
municating to be the greateſt danger. 
they had accounted that there 
vas lets ö. . im being nm 
müntranes, or that they might have 
been very good Chriſtians though 
ey did not receive the Sacrament, 
or that it would be no great danger 
to heir own Souls to live in the 
ce lect of it, they would not have 
in pr :oſtrare at the Church Doors, 
egg Ng the Prayers of the Faithful, 


| 1375 chey might be admitted to the 


dacrament, but have liv'd very con- 
ten realy without it, as a great many 
a6 in our days, Who, it may be, will 


: 25 that it was the Ignorance of 


C3 thoſe 
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fondly, deſirous. of 55 Excommuni- 


red from coming to the! Sacrament, 


find that when the Corinthians had 


that they might be better. prepared 
But afterwards, when Chriſtians be- 
_—_ to be ſo-rgmiis.as hot te receive 


l: se Fate. 406 Vo: he Jann S842 4A With ./ Im- 


municants ſliould be Excommunica- 
ted: They were not thought wor. 
chy of the Name or Society of. Glui- | 
8 who ſhould turn theighacks Bf 
upon the. Holy Ordinance Gf, tc 


moll wie hed; F 
WII not be büocchtch for, co 0 5 
then Sncrapents, ſoppiy: conſiders), 
but b becaule 


Mind by leaving oft his Wickednels. 


thoſe Chriſtians which made them | 0 


cation, by which they were debar. 


would have been no trouble to them, 
but they would have lived very con- 
rentedly without it. Beſides, we 


received Unworthily, the. Apoſlle 
charges them 10 examine them ſe. vs, 


all, it was determin d in a Cous. 
me] * 1 Thar 311 MJ nn * 


blelicet 1 56, 10s if ic Were unne⸗ 
eciiary t 2 oO 1 rve it. Doubtleſs tlie 


(luütian in the; Weid, 


he did not prepare bis 
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id chat Which was: requir d ot 

, as to the outward AR only, he 
not take care to prepare bins 
> 37, Bat moke particu Jarl y. | | 
Non- Communicating isa mote 
1 oſt contempt of the Authority 
ole G . \ Law-giver is exccedingly 
lcipiled when his Laws are not ob- 
erred. It is an Argument that:his 
PR ko city is diſputed, or that thoſe 
nom 1 commands, are not obli- 
ed to obey him, Who can imagine 
a the ah Non - Communi- 
vas chat God hath exalted 
iſt 7 o be a Prince and a-SVIOAr, 
zd that he H given him a; Name 
0 every . 2, when he turns his 
ack upon his Inſtitution, z as if it 
dre ſome Ulurper chat bad ſaid 
0 75, and one whom Men need 
wn as their Preace; and as their 
Suu £ This is ſuch a Contempt 
„ hriſt's Authority, and ſuch a 
. 9 to the Chriſtian Religion, 
Jrat may lay; Tel it not in Garth, 
Let not the Heathens hear that 
:i(tians- have ſo little regard to 
CG «+. the eir 
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44 The Unwozthy | 
their Chriſt, as that they do not o- 


bey him in that Command, which had 


a Ipecial Relation to what they {ay 
he did for them. They have more 
Reverence and Shew more Repard 


and Obedience to their Gods which 
are yet no Gods, as appears by the 
Account we have of their Sacrifices. 


Let not the Mahometans hear of it: 
They are diligent ro obſerve the 
Commands of their Mahomet, in ab- 
ſtaining from what he hath forbid- 
den, and in their Religious Duties, 


Praying five times every day, becauſe 


they ſay that he had Authority from 
God, and what he commanded they 
are obliged to do. Tell it not to the 
Jews; they obſerve the Ordinances 
of Moſes to this day in many things, 
becauſe they own his Authority from 
God. Theſe Men of other Religi- 
ons, name Chriſtians, and may con- 
ciude, it they hear of Non- Commu- 
nican's, Thar there are many who 
call themſelves Chriſtians, who do 
not believe in their Hearts that their 
for they do 

not 
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© Non-Comm untcant, +5 


account chemſelves obliged to 
cles his Rites and inſtitutions. 
his Contemprof Chriſt's Authori- 
:y, cannot be ſo deeply charged up- 
21 the Unworthy Receivers. That Ser- 
vant who is not careful to do his 
Juty after fuch a manner as his Ma: 
{ter requires of him, is not lo guilry 
of Contempt, as he that turns his g 
ba , and doth not do it at. all. That # 
illians, becauſe Chriſt requires ü 
chem to be Chiriſtians incecd, his Tl 
Diicix ples, and becauſe they are-threat- 408 
ned wi eh Puniſhment, if they are noc 
{ tO perſorm cheir Duty as chey 
, and as they may do; tha; Wo 
0 ay. hou! A think coavoidPta- M: 
thment, by not doing their Duty at 
a, is ſuch a way to avoid Puniſh. 
ICH; . no Man ever yet M110! 8 n 
and nothing but che Deſuſioa of 
Devi could ever put into the 
1145 of Men, 
.lt is a greater Contempt ofthic. 
eo hriſt. The Love of £394 756 
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&epth aud he: oth, 


—Y 


"Tye earworthy, To 


60 /oved the Moria, lo infioirely 7 © 


tranſcendently, ſo beyond. all: that 


Tongues can expreis;-or Hearts con- 
ceive: Arid Chriſt s giving his Body 
to be broken, and! 1215 Blood 0 be 


fed, is uch an expreſſion of Love, a: 


is only fit to put us into an Extaſy 
of Admirarion. The Apoſtie tells us 
that it hath length and breadth, and | 
and that it isa | 
Love which paſſe! h krowtedres: A Love 
which cannot be deſcribed, and 
therefore Cod allows us an Eternity 
to admire it: That God ſhould be. 
come Man: That He ſhould dye, 
to whom it belongs to give Life; | 
ons 7e ſhould Dye for Enemies, 

hat Ve ſhould Dye ſuch an ignomi. 
nious Death, as the Death of the | 
Croſs, Sc. Now we muſt know, 
That this Sacrament is an Ordinance, | 
which Chriit appointed on purpoſe 4 
to give us a Lively Remembrance, 
and a Symbolical Repreſenration ot 
that unconccivable Love And af 
though the Un worthy Communicant 
is Uaworthy indeed, in chat it hath | 
| nol f 
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ders and it may be, hath Grieſ im his: 


EET MAE 7 «0% . 
an ch: Wiſdom of 


He >art attthat 
Ov e hath not obliged himſto getter 
Yi «= Þ 
blame as che 


Orth Ot 


time, to think that'this 
jence) he is not ſo much to 
Non. Commugicant 
Back u 
us 8 3 exUiB1- 

S not 
hs Dickie, v UH 70 & 
on Contempt up 
CGhrift, who ff- 
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Means to Salvation, might, as well 
have been ler alone. It is through 
their own great Folly, that they call 
the Wiſdom of him, who is the i 
dem of God, into Queſtion; their not 
conſidering, that the Good that is to 
be received, is only from rhe Bleſſing 
of Heaven, upon that Ordinance 
which Chriſt appointed. The Non- 
Communicant in chis caſe, is like Nn. 
aman the Leper, 2 Kings 5. 10, I. 
Who was willing to go to the Man 
of God to be recovered of his Lepro- 
ſie, but he was deſirous that it might 
be done without his uſing any Means 
for it, Elpecially ſuch as he could 
not anderſtand ſhould afford him any 

Benefit. Eliſta feat a Meſſenger unto 
him, ſaying, Go and waſh in Jordan ſe- 
ven times, and thy jieſh ſhall come a* 
gain unto thee, and thou ſhalt be clean. 
But Naaman was wroth, and went a» 
way, and ſaid, Behold, I thought be 
will ſurely com? out i” me, and Rand, 
and call om the Name of the Lord his 
Cod, and ſtrive his handover the place, 
and recover the Leper. Are uot Aba 
na 
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— 
12 aud Phar pat Rivers of Damaſcus, 
better than all the Waters of liracl ? 
May I not waſh in them and be clean? 
32 he f urned and went away in a Rage. 
'n like manner the Non-Communi- 
cant knows no 'Realonn, Why he 
thould go to the Sacrament to be 
ured of his Leproſie : It is enough, he 
:hinks, that Chriſt dyed for Sinner i, 


and that he believes it, and that he 


for y for his Sins, and asks God par- 
48 or intends to do ſo: He wy ws 

need of ths Sacrament, or to What 
ago was appointed. But, as Na- 


12a kept his [ eproſie till he was pex- 


wade hy to waſn in Jor dan; lo Sinners 


4 11 


ve all the reaſon in the World to 
e hett, that the Leproſie of their 


Souls s ſþ 0019 continue til they fre- 


5 the Sacrament, it being an Or- 
ce Which Chriſt appointed, and 


th ns they have no teaton to ex- 


-t tc cure of their Souls Without it. 
ys Ne Unworthy Communicaut Ac- 
edges, by his devout Receiving 
that it is an Ordinance of Hea- 
vorthy of all Reyerence(though. 


in examining himſelf 


— — 


before 


from which great Benefit is tò be ex- 
pected; bur the Unworthy Non. Com- 


1 municant ſlights it as inconſiderable 


and unnecefſary to be obſerved. And 
every one knows, that in ſo doing, 


+ HB he calls into queſtion the Wiſdom 


IR of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
i 4. Non: Communicants are worſe 
10 than Unworthy Receivers, in tha! 


| 3Chriſftianicy, and thar Publiek De- 
j claration of the Benefit of the Death 
and Sufferings of Chriſt, for which 
this Ordinance was appointed. When 
| Gut Saviour. faid, Do this in remem. 
France 07 Ne. And the A PO ſtle, 


1 f 
| ? | LS ; 2 7 a 
It -6ff as ye ent this Bread, and dein 


SE oe ale es 


„ 1 . 1 1 53 27 
4 this up, YE AO [be w the Lord s Dent 


| 
N l until Fe Come; Or JH ]πά)] ] ]⁰) AA. Je- 


» ap 
-chre ye the Lord's Death-; Wich 
1 may be read imparatively, and d 
„ -way of Command; It eis very plain, 
that the Sacrament was not only in- 
tended for the private Good and Be- 
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he comes to partake of. it) and that 


| they caſt away that Profeſſion of 


31 


the — ——— | God = — Chriſti. 
an Re: igion In: the World: That it 
hould be uſed for a ꝓ ublick Decla- 
ation, by which we own that Chriſt 
; rhe Saviour of the World;and:that 
ete is u other Name wear Fleaves 
by 1 Man tan be ſaval : That 
is Death and Sufferings was thee 
piacory Sacrifice for the Sin of the 
hole Worid : And that thoſe who 


a 
_ 75 
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Coniciences, and of Natutal Reli 
on, are {aved by Vertue orhis Death: 
:0ugh they do not know him, be- 
zuſe it is by him that God's An- 
ger is appcaſed towards Mankind 
This we ſhem fort the Laras Neatb, 
het a great and mighty Saviour he 
acle himſelf by dying for Mankind. 


The derer Receiver is ex- 


eee, ly to blame, becauſe e fails 
1 lie cactice of Religion: But che 


— 1s more Unwor- 

5 1 r he fails not only in the Pta- 
505 but in the very profeſſion like- 
e. Ir, were not improper to agk 


ot the Goſpel Preached; but 
12ve only the Guide of their owa 
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52 
him, when he turns his back upon 
the Sacrament, What Religion he is 
of, that we may give an Account to 
them that ask us? If he faith a Chri- 
ſtian, Why doth he not own it, by 
his {ſolemn Approach to that Ordi- 
nance which Chriſt appointed for 
that very end? If he ſaith he poes to 
Church, io may (and ſometimes do) 
Fews ind Mahometans, Men of other 

ge ons. 

Nor Communicating is gene- 
ally ſpeaking of more dangerous and 
pernicious Con equence than Un r· 


thy Receiving. It is not only, in ma- 


reſpects, more otfenſve to God, 
but likewife more deſtructiye to the 
Souls of Men. This may appear by a 
more general, or a morc part iculat 
and pecial Conſideration. Non Com- 
municating is the great In- let, both 
of dreadiul Div ifions and horrid De- 
baucheries: which wirk . forrowfu! 
Hearts we haye great cauſe to com- 
plain of. 

it hath been the great In- let to a 
maancr of Diviſtons, by which the 


— —Non-Communicant. . 


r 


Church of Chriſt, which is his Bod y, 


is torn Limb from Limb, and, we 


ſears is never like to be healed in our 
days. The caſe is plain, though there 
were nothing of ſad Experience to be 

alledged. 
50 long as Men keep Societies, 
3 but Civil Societies, and ate 
ed to obſerve Rules and Orders ; 


if (any Gontroverſie ariſe, the diſſatis- 
fed Perſon, partly by his Obligati- 


on to thoſe Rules and Orders, and 
partly by the Advice and Counſel of 
che coſt, of the Society, doth not pre- 
ently ſeparate but ſubmit; or it he 
i ſtubborn and inſolent, he may be 
tutnd out of the Society, and be lia- 


[ Ne to ſevere Penaltics, till he be more 


modeſt, humble and compliant. But 
be thinks himlelf under no Obli- 
dation to obſerve the Rules and Or- 
\-rs of that Society, and no Penalty 
2 infiited, then he breaks away 
makes Parties, and brings all 

1:0 Confuſton and Diſorder. 
'n che Caſe of the Sacrament: If 
27ETY one, whoi is admitted by Bap- 
tiſm 
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of Chri . x 


doth account ir his Duty 


as a Mc mber of char Society, o ab. 


ſerve the Rules and Orders of the 
Church, Peace and Union is main» | 


tain d; but if Men think they are 


not oblig ig d, but wholly left at the 


Liberty, Whecher! they Will partake 
of this Ordingnes - | 
then tis no wonde V "if <a Members 
ol that Society be ſcattered into as 


or let it alone, 


many Diviſions and Parties, as che 
Steat Enemy o che Sacrament and o. 
cheit Salvation, picaſe. 

For many years alter Out Blet {48d 
Reformation ſtom Popery, there wete 
ſo many received the Sacrament, that 
the: number of Inhabitants in every 
Pariſh, was beſt known by the Num- 
ber of Communicants. In thoſe hap- 
-Py days of the Churches Peace, Ma- 
ters and Miſtreſſes came at one Com- 


„munion, aud their Seryants, after 
publick Catechiſing, and private Ex 


amination hy their Miniſters, came 


the next Communion. Id ud not 


be imagind, bur chat there were 
lome 
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Non-Communicant. 4.5 
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ab fone Unworthy Communicants a- 

iy | mongh them: There were ſuch in 

ih. BW die Church of Corintb, and will, be 

the in all Churches to the end. of. the 

in- orld. But chat Evil was nothing in 

are cee ae of the Miſchiefs that 

eir MM ha Ve happend fince Men took their 

ke Liberty to torlake the Sacrament, Pa- 

nc. riſes now may better 'be; dame 

ers by the- number of Nan:GCommunt 

2s | cans, and thole chat run from the 

ne Sacrament chan oi thoſen chat come 

0: ton. 9159) 971 5 80 

1 : canta this places! begr en- 

dd : Haine tg iubitaues ot her Hiatt 
te heard from 2 very Aged, Gtaveand 
at dus Peron, who ig now very Con- 
y 0. cmabls r che Church of: Bg. 
n- were Jamenting that rbe-Peopit 
p-  wouid-nor: be-petiwaded; tocome t 
a- the Sacraments andithatithew: abſen- 
n- urg was-iodeafion'd:' bythe; ſad N 
er Atactions and Diviſions that aredn 
X- Ling Chufnuh. I Mas, Jauchs. o Of 
10 thoſc he iat habegiimi g oi tcbe 
dc Acublesgaifdund ! Fault wink 
5 Surplice, and with theLrols ih 
ne 1 10 L0139218 AN Baptiſm, 
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Th Bapritm, and knecling at the Sacrs: 
ment, and there were others who 
© were difcontented ar thoſe things. But 

am confident, tt they could have 

© foreſcen the dreadful Milchiefs tha it 
have happened unto the Church, 

y they would never have lo mich 28 

opened their Lips, much lels have 

16 1 done any thing againſt the Church 

0 as it then was. 

know there ought to be a great 
cate taken to keep off ſcandalous 

Communicants, and there would be 

preater care taken, MN the Diviſions of 

the Church did not hinder it; But 
think all ſober People will ſay, That 

. if all the vicious Men in England 
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. came to the Sacrament, it would not 
"RN be ſo great a Scandal to Religion, as 
wt the Dreadtul Diviſions" and Separati- 
NN ons that have been in the Church, 
ſince the People took their Liberty 
do curn their baeks upon that Holy 
tl Ordinance and many Miniſters made 
ie cheirx Buſineſs to make them afraid 
091 it, by Preaching the Danger of 
U  Unworthy Receiving, but not of 
0 | Unworthy Nees Wit A 


IM 


» 
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Another great Evil which is the 
Conlequence of Non. Communica- 
ting . 's horrid Debauchery and Pro- 
anels; ſuch as never was or could 
be, whilſt the Sacrament was fre- 
quented, There are Thouſands in 

A ge, who call themſelves Chri- 
„ and often ſay, that they hope 
| be ſwoed, but are {o far from living 
iko Chriſtians, that they would be 
ab; bandoned by ſober Heathens as un- 
„or humane Society. If we look 
into ; the Records of Ancient Times, 
Wo Gn That though there were 
: 5 Wickedneſſes and Impie- 
= 5 t they were attended with 
(ome kind of fear and ſhame; but in 
dur Age, Wickednels inſults, as if it 
+0724 to have a better Reputation, 
iP ery and Vertue, in the World. 
= 4poſtle [peaking of the Sins of 
He athens, Eph. 5,11, calls them the 
fraitful Wor ks -of Darkreſs. And 
u che next Verle he tells the Ephe i- 
„That it is a ſhame to ſpeak of thoſe 
"1925 which are done in ſecret, But in 


vr Ap ge, Wickednels appears * — 
ly, 


1 e FE CES LITRES - 
x og "'s Js a Gd 


* 
e - a 
9 Þ 
<a 1 
* _ 


Clair, 


2 


I — — 
* * e 


$1 9 5} 
$1 : 2 
i 
$ 15 
7 4 

i 


ad oe td 
>» — um 


| 
1 
it 


4 
Bis — 
3 oy - — 
* 


* - 
. . * 4A a 8 
ot py yes ct . . 
0 * 
— 4 ” — 


„ SCLES Ne 
5 9 
1 55 
8 oF Yes: 
KW 7 SD 13695) 
- 92 . 85 Es 
RAE 8 A Da 


o) of Lords and Gentlemen, :and-is 


58 7 The: : Unwozthy / 


—- 4% r 


lx. as it there were no fear or Hans 
than bolonged to it. 

In former Times, they that Were! 
drunk, were'drunk in the Night; but 
naw! dis fearcely accounted à Sin, and 
therefore is become Noon- Day En- 
tettaiument. In former Times, if was 
the Sin of u rude ungoverned Rab -· 
ble. When Mannab was faiſely accuſed 
of being drunk, Count not, laid ſhe, 
thine Lanutaid fon vDaughter f 
Bebial. Belta“ Jignities wit iront Toke; 
and it is fing had Hui, um nong 
of thoſe. ne torlo nn. Miictcams 
chat wil! be drünk. I ſuppoſe the 
Proverb may be. N ancients 4 
Nrunt sa Ben gar. at now tis the; 
Sin Gifs: way ben far bolil as! lo cdiliit 


3 


in as much Eſteem amongſt too ma- 
wc ot them, as if it were lome brave 
Acchievwent, for Which a Man, is 
Willing iQ. acygnture he Ruine ©) 
himiafund Eaiilys: vin 5 
Who! dom 18 a other Sin WInicn 
hath excec Oingly abounded. It is an 
Od Sin, but the amp Udence that at- 


2 „ * 
3 ww — 


ends; it, is ew. In Jobs Time, Tie 
-ve of the Aduſteter waited for «the* 
/wy/ight, Chap-24 15+ The Whore: 
„meln e * domon ſpeaks of, Prov. 7. Os: 


im Wight, and ſhe Was accounted to 


deen notoriouſly obicryable in this: 
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"None 


33 


\ a only to be found n be Tuy- 
inthe Evening; in the Mark aud 


# = 
CA 


e an im puden je, v. 13. But how-. 
pudent are thoſe Whores, Who ap- 
Fear” in the open Streets. at Noon 
Day, tempting all that «paſs by co 
ods filthy Embraces 2 Which hatk 


Sd C1} £Þ 


Gr Sins have of late years 


* 


much abounded, that therę are 


rouſands who are fo far from living 


ve Chi 2 nm, that chey are deges:; 


from che common Principles 
is 5 and would be a thame 
Meathens if they livd amongſt 


 - -- 2 * 
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Thc 75 15 have made many 


come worſe, than Beaſts, in the 
Of all os are Vert uous. And 1” 
US THIS they oh 


ve made them become 
to themſelves and Families. 


.here is another dreadful Sin 
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which abounds, and that is profane 
Swearing: A Sin which Men commit 
only becauſe the Devil will have it 
{ox for there is neither profit not 
pleafure in it. Some are ſeldom guil- 
ty of it but when they are provoked 
to Anger, and then they mult be re. 
venged by abuſing the name of God 
and deſtroying their own Souls 
which lets us ſee what ſools the Devil 
makes them that forſake Religion, 
Sometimes it is attended with mirth 
and jolliry. Laughter and Swearing 
90 together, as if, to abuſe the Holy 
Name of God were a help to Mirth, 
But the reaſon of it is this, the Devil 
will not have his Servants to have 
innocent Mirth ; if they ſhould, cheir 
Damnation would not be encrealed 
as he would have it upon all occaſi. 
ons. Sometimes we oblerye Men 
Swearing in their ordinary Converſe, 
as if it were a grace to their Speech. 
Of which the trueſt account that | 
can give, is, that their Hearts are ſo 
full of Wickednefs, and of Contempt 
of God and of Religion, that it con- 
tinually, 
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ciaually, as a thing in courſe, runs 


out at their Mouths. | 
{ may add another Impiety which 
doth exceedingly encreaſe, and that 
4 Contempt of Religion upon the 
Lord's Day. Men of other Religions 
may call it the Devil's Day, conſide- 
ring what horrid Wickedneſſes Men 
are "guilty of on that Day, He hath 
more Service done him on that Day 
chan in all the Week beſides. Tis 
become the Alehouſe-keepers Mar. 
bet, or rather Fair-day. If Chriſtians 
mould regard their Souls on that 
Wh thoſe Traders muſt complain 
they could not pay their Rents. 
Theſe Wickedneſſes and many 


| more have abounded fince the days 
__ "N om Communicating 


if cheſe 
Jrgodly Wretches had not turn'd 


n bei backs upon the Sactament at 
eric, . 
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when they were of years in 


WT" ich they might 3 becn capable 


eceiving it and the Church re- 


Wh d it ; if they had been under a 


Neceſ] lity of receiving it, no Man 


n imagine that they could have 
* been 
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the Sacrament would rouze and 


( beg their promiſe of Amendmen 
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becn guilty of ſuch horrid Sins, ar 
have lived ſuch wicked Lives. I 
poſſible that fome might have be: 
in a ſinful ſtate, and ſo have bee 
Unworthy Cmmunicants, and there 
by have eaten and drank Damnatio 


to themſelves ; but now great num 


bers are there who do molt apparent 
ly damn their own Souls to che bot 
tomleſs Pit of Deſtruction, and the; 
damn the Souls of others by their vil 
Examples, and in a ſenſe, they may 
be ſaid to damn all Religion, -whilf 
this Ordinance is neglected. 

t theſe Profligate Wretches . were 


| ſtefct iy required to come to the 52 


crament, they would be under a Ne 
ceſiny of Reforming, that they might 
be admitted to it. There would b 
an Admonition from the Miniſter 
There would be 1criible Checki 
from their own Conſciences, hid 


cauſe to terrifie them. And if afca 


they ate admitted to the Sacrament 
they ſha!l feturn io their forme} 
Courles 


* in » 
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WCourſs;orher Communicants would 
e notice of them, and give them 
eadly and godly Admonitions, and 
ole prevail not, they would at 
Neagth complain to the Church, by 
nich they would be forced to live 
Ne, or be abandoned the Society 
= Chriſtians. But when Men turn 
eic backs upon the Sacrament, they 
they re thea ſtrangers to their Neigh- 
it vie hours, or at leaſt, there is no Ac- 
ma aintance with them as they arc 
W ::ciftians. They are nothing con- 
i 3 with one another, inthe things 1 
Religion. And if they are repro- = 
=, they Anſwer to the Reprover, 4 
rt he is nothing concern'd with [4 
en; which they could not do, 
bey communicated together at 
niſi: Beſſed Sacrament, There is a 
cmolaint-of Unworthy Com- 
cnt (and J hope it is grea- 
nun there is cauls ſor:) But what 
Cauſe is there, ro complain 
Jaworthineis, and ef the hor- 
ach inameful Wie kednels ol Non» 
imunicants? 


9 


8 
11! 
2 Us 


| hats. 


54 The uriworthy 


Theconſequence of Non-Commu- | 
cating, may alſo come under 4 more 


{pecial Confideration, There ate 
Thouſands that are not openly ſcan. 
dalous and profane, whote Condition 
would not be fo bad as it is, if they 
frequented the Sacrament. There 
would not be ſo much Guilt and 
Trouble in their Minds when they 
are in health, nor ſo much ſear and 
diſquietment when Sickneſs comes 
This is a plain caſe, and almyſt eve- 
ry days experience proves the truth 
of it. Let every Man who lives in 4- 
ny known Sin, examin his owr 


Mind, whether, if he were under] 


Neceſſity of Receiving the Sacrament, 
he would not be more afraid to com- 


mit that Sin; whether he would notf 


be more afraid to neglect his Duty 
to God, both in publick and private! 
And when he hath received aftcr 1 
{olemn and devour manner, and knov 
that he muſt ſhortly renew his Fn 
gagement to God again, he woo 
not be more careful of his ways 

Know there ate a great many oh 


s ſick, and fore d to look back upon 
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te afraid to come to the Sacrament; 
but if they, examin themſelves, and 
criouſly conſider rhe ſtare of their 
own Minds, they will have cauſe to 
en That it is from a ſuggeſti- 
on of the Devil, and that he makes 
hem afraid to receive, that they 
might be the leſs afraid to fin. He 
zay be Unworthy who does Re- 
cerbe, he may be one that lives a ſin- 
tal Life; bor we may have much 
nate cauſe to think m Unworthy 
and ina ſinful ate, who receives 
not at all. 
There is likewiſe a very deni 
© oni2quence, in reſpect of Grief and 
50rrow, when the Non-Communicant 


his tormer Life; which I have had 
{uch frequent o-cafion to take notice 
, that |. viſit the Sick with ſome 
ind of Fear, left I ſhould find their 
* 1 of the Sacrament torment- 
tba sir Conſciences. I never yer 
card any fay, I wiſh I had never re- 
eived the Sacrament 5 although in 


ine caſes, as'l ſhall ſhew, there 


4 
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may be cauſe for Perſons to wiſh 10 10. 


| Bur, that Men and Women have not 


received, is the Torment of their de. 
parting Souls; becauſe then "their 
guilty Minds tell them, That they 
ought to have receiv d it, and might 
have done it to their great Benefit 
and Advantage. I lately heard this 
Expreflion from a Sick Bed, which | 
mention becauſe I thick very vſctul. 
As for the Sacrament, I was afraid 
in my health to receive it, but ! 
think it Thad received it, I ſhould. 


l have been more careful of my Ways 


than l have been, We co tor thi 
moſt part find, that Perlons are _ 
forred or tormented upon their Sick 
Beds, according to their Communi- 
cat ing or Non: Communicating in 
the time of their healths. I know _ 
which is more rare, in viſiting t! 
Sick, to find a Communicant 9 
in mind. or 2 Non-Communicant that 


is not. 
There is another dreadful Evil, 


which is the conſequence of Non- 


Communicating ( ( which | might have 
mentioned | 


Non-Communtcant. : 


—_—— — * —— — 


mentioned under the former Mal 
and that is, moſt groſs and ſcanda- 
1013 I gnorance. There never was any 
Age, in Which there were Miniſters 
more able to inſtruct the People, and 
it is well known, their way of 


R che Goſpel, is molt plain 


and intelligible ro the meaneſt Ca- 


| Pacitics. And yct The People are de- 
Rroyed for lack of Knowled e. In ma- 
ny places, by reaſon of che vaſt num-- - 


ber of Inhabicants, it is impoſlible 
chere can be a particular care of cheic 


Souls by Converle with them in pri- 


vate, which is of great neceſſity. and 
benefit; and there are a great many 
who would not endure it, but take 
occaſion to run from the Church. In 
he mean while, there are thouſands 
who haye lived long enough to be 


! eachers of others, but had need 


themſelves to be taught which are 
the firſt Principles of the Oracles of 
God , Men that can give no account 
of their Faith, nor upon what account 
dis that they expect Salvation. And 


aw ſure one great cauſe of 2 
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hath been Neglect of Receiving the 
Lord's Supper. For if Men were fre- 


quent Communicants, they would be 


under a great Neceſſity and Obliga- 
tion to enquire after Truth, that hey 
might underſtand, at leaſt, the Prin- 
cipies of their Religion. They would 


be ſenſible of their Ignorance, and 


come to their Minifter, or converſe 
with other Communic ints, concern- 
ing the things of God and of Reli- 
gion. The Sacrament would be a 
Means, by Which they would grow 
in Grace aud Xnow!edge, But whilſt 
they are only concerned to come 
. s to the houſe of God, 
think that it is enong h that they ave 
3 there, tho' tl cy neither know 
nor practice more than they did be- 
tore; and neglect that folema Inſti- 
os, which would make then. 
more e concerned in the things 
of Religion; they remain moſt grol- 
51 ignorant. do not think that any 


Man! will ſay; Thar frequent Commu- 


nicants are as ignorant as thoſe arc, 
Lat nevet come to the Sacrament. 
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: "by this time I hope I have ſuffici- 


cnely ptoved my Aſſertion, vis. That 
there is generally more danger in 
Inworthy Neglecting, than there is- 
in Unworthy Receiving; and there- 
tore the Sinner is not ſo ſecure (un; 
5 it he in his Sin) who turns his: 
pack upon this Ordinance, from a 
\yppoſition that he avoids danger; or 
hat of two Evils he doth not chooſe: 
ne leaſt: Xet I am nor willing to- 
pals to another Head of Diſeourſe, 
il have carneſtly intreated ail per- 
_ that they would not make an 
11 Uſe of what I have ſaid. 
= the Apoſtle never intended, by 
ol! ling the Corinthians the danger of 
any Worn Receiving,thatany ſhoula 
nt from the Sacrament: So, far 
ic ir fon me to deſign, by ſhewing 


\ 


danger of Unworthy NegleQiag 


at any ſhould come unworthily to 
oe it. There is no need. nor any 


eaſon, for ſuch. an ill inference to- 


>: made from it. Beſides, | args on- 
alſerted that it is generally more: 
?anperous. I do-not 1 ow that it is fo- 
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The unworthy | 


in every particular Caſe. it may be 
there are ſome who come to the Sa- 
crament on purpoſe to carry on 
wicked Deſigns, that they may be 
accounted, net only upright towards 
Men, but likewiſe Religious towards 
God. Tis poſſible, there may be 
{ome who come to the Sacrament, 
that they may covertly carry on Trea- 
ſonable and Rebellious Deſigns; but 
I am loth to ſuppoſe that there are a- 
ny ſuch who are no Friends to Pope- 
ry. If there be, it had been well for 
thoſe Judas that they had never been 
born, and it wduld be well for the 
World too, if a Millſtone were hanged 
avout their Necks, aud they were caſt 
into the Sea. Or it may be there are 
lome who come to the Sacrament, 
that they might be thought fit to be 
intruſted with the Concerns of O- 
thers, and in the mean. while intend 
to cheat them. No Man can think, 
but it had been better for ſuch Men, 
it they had never come to the Holy 
Ordinance. Whether their Deſigns 
be * publick or Private Perſons, 
0 tho 
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(tho the firſt is the moſt dreadſul 
Caſe) it was not Chriſt and his Com- 


mands, but the Devil and his Inſtigati- 


ons that brought them to the Sacra- 
ment, and from him they muſt expect 
theirReward in the place of Torment: 

There is (beſides open Debauche- 
ries) another particular cale, Which 


renders the condition of Men ſo bad, 


and is in ſome, the occaſion - of ſo 


great a ſcandal to Religion, and to 


che Holy Ordinance, that 1 will not 
lay but it had been better if thoſe 
that are Communicants, had never 
been ſo; And that is, That Men 
hould receive the Sacrament, only 
for the ſake of their Employments, 
and that they may keep Places of 


Truſt, which are profitable and · be- 


neficial to them. Chriſtians are to re. 
ceive the Sacrament, becaulc it is an 


Ordinance which Chriſt command- 


ed; but theſe receive it not upon 


any luch Account, So long as it was 

ouly the command of Chriſt, they - 
regarded it not; but when it be- 
came the commandꝭ of the King, they 
made haſt to it. Chri- 
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"Chriſtians are to receive "whe Sa- | 
crament for the good of their immor- 
tal Souls, that having begun a Reli- 


gious Life, they may grow in Grace, 


and be more and more confirm'd and 
ſtrengthned in the ways of Religion 
and Godlineſs But this is none of 
their Buſineſs: Theſe Men come to 
the Sacrament, about a Bufineſs in 


Which their Souls are nothing con- 


cerned. (And well it were for them, if 


their Souls could be nothing concer- 


_ in it.) He that will be a Wor- 

Commumcant, muſt examin 
biſelf whether he can be content to 
forſake the World, and all the En- 
joyments in it for the ſake of Reli- 
gion. He is a Worthy Communicanr 
indeed, who is fatizfied, that the 
Love he hath for his Saviour, is 
ſuch, that he had rather quit the 
World, and ail the Enjoy meats ot it, 


than live without this Ordinance. 


But this Man, upon Examination of 
himſelf, finds, that inſtead of being 
Willing to forfake the Word, for the 


Loye he hath co che Sacrament, he 
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-ould de very well content to forlake 
the Sacrament, if it were not for the 
::card that he hathta- the World. 
Af, when Men are under a Neceſ. 
firy 7 of receiving the Sacrament. that 
may continue in Places of Pro- 
ji hes well as Truſt, take this 
opportunity to cxamin their own- 
Minds, Whether they are in the num· 
ber of thoſe that fear God, and fin» 


cerely mind the things of Religion, 


and find that they might have been 
Worthy Receivers, — that it hath 
deen their great Fault, that they lived 
in the Neglect of the Sacrament, 
ꝓhich hath been the caſe of many. 
Ir if upon Examination, they find, 
mat they are impenitent Sinners, that 
2yc allowed themſelves in Sins, ei- 
er of Commiſſion or Omiſſion, 
14 do reſolve, that for the time to 
come, Sim ſhalt not have Dominion o- 
er them, but was will every day 
vray ro God in their Cloſets, which 
ur Saviour requires every one of 
s Diſciples to do; and that they 
vill attend the Prayers of the Churetr 


1 * * 
F * 
n hen r PAY 7 
ju 7 9 rene * * NA * 
> 70 „ 1 r 8 


— we 


— 


74 The Unwozthy 


with Devotion, and the Reading and 
Preaching of the Word with honeſt 
Hearts. If they are truly penitent 
for their former fins, and reſolve to 
avoid the Occaſions of Evil for the 
time to come: If, in order to theſe 
things they go to their own Miniſter, 
or to ſome other, whom they may 
think more fit to give them Advice, 


(which the Church allows, becauſe it 
is a very tender cale) And if they re- 
ſolve that they will be frequent Com- 


municants for the time to come, They 

may then bleſs God for that bw 
occaſion of bringing them to the Sa- 
crament. But it Men are Communi- 


cants, only for the lake of worldly 


Profits, I will not ſay, but it had 
been a leſs evil to have lived in the 
Neglect of it; it being a great Af. 

= to our Bleſſed Saviour, to come 
to his Supper only for the ſake of 
this World; a great Contempt of 
the Ordinance, and of very ill cone 
quence co others, who will by juch 

Examples be brought to a very low 


| elteem of the holy Ordinance, 
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Oi. But may it not be Objected, 
That it is therefore a very grievous 
thing, that the Sacrament ſhould be 
impoſed 2 Is it not that which tends - 
© the Diſhonour of Religion, ang 
the Prejudice of Mens Souls ? 


Anſ. I know this is Objected, and 
chere is a tearful ſtir about it, amongſt 
Men of difcontented Spirits, who 
cry, What have Governours to do 

to depriye me of the Liberty of Re- 
ceiviag then, and then only, when l 
* find my ſelf moſt fit for it? Why 
ſhould it be required, that All 
* ſhould come ro the Sacrament, 
when it is not to be imagin d, but 
moſt are unfit for it? Can it be ſup- 
poſed, that All Men have true Grace 
in them? Do All belong to the E- 
lection of Grace? Theſe and ſuch 
iike Queſſ ions we meet withal. But 
do earneſtly deſire the Reader, to 
conſider in the firſt place, who they 
ate that are thus offended. I have 
Known none, or very few, but thoſe 
who receive not at all, who make 
this 


this Cavil. And the Truth is, there 


is more Reaſon, why We ſhould pit 


ty and pray to God for them, than 
that we ſhould otherwiſe regard 
what they ſay. They have two 
very pernicious Defigns in it; one 
is to indulge their Luſts, which 
make them afraid to receive the 
Sacrament, any where; the other 
is, to do Miſchief to ae | 
for they do thereby endeavour to e 
aſperate others againſt a lawful Conn 
mand, that they mighe ſeparate from 
her Communion. 
That a King may command his 
Subjects to receive the Sacrament, is 
fo reaſonable, that I wonder _ 
ihould- offer ro „Obieck againſ® it: 


ſhould think him very Arrogant, 


ho ſhould ſay, that although Chi it 
faid, This Do, -yet Chriſtian Kings 
and Princes are not at all concern'd 
to ſec it done: That although Kings 
under the Old Teſtament Dif penſt- 
tion, were favoured o or rejected of 


E 


God, according to their Care, that 


the. People ſhould obſerve the Ordi- 


naue 


© Non-Communies 
nances of God, or their Neglect in 


chat great Concern; yet under the 
New Teſtament-Diſpenſation, Kings 


are not to be concern d, whether the 
Ordinances of Chriſt be obſerved, 
but are to leave every one to their; 
{.iberty. I could almoſt as well ſay, 
that Coyſtantine was to blame for lets 
ung Chriſtianity in his Dominions by 
a Law, as that Chriſtian Kings in 
.ucceeding Ages are to blame for ta- 
ing care, that the Ordinances of 
hat Religion ſhould be duly obſer- 
vcd. If any ſay, tnat the King muſt 


hen command the receiving it aſter 


he manner that our Saviour preſeri- 
ed; I anſwer, That that Objectien 


vill only ſerve to throw che Ordi- 


11nce ont of the World; for neither 
hriſt nor his Apoſtles preſcribed a- 


iy way. But more of this under a- 


other Head. 
A «s to what is faid concerning the 
Jualification of Perſons, That alt 
zave not the Grace of God, all are 
ot ofthe Number of the Ele, Ge. 


| ſhall give no other Anſwer but this - 


"When 
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When there comes a Man to me and 


tells me, that he is required to receive 
the Sacrament, and in order to ic, he 
hath ſtriven againſt his Luſts with 
his utmoſt diligence: He hath im- 


plored the Grace and Holy Spiric of 


God with the greateſt earneſtnels, 


and yet he is forced to continue un- 


der the power of his Sin, and muſt 
Eat and Drink his own Damnation; 
will then conclude, that the Obje- 
ction is of great force, but till then, 
I wiſh that all Perſons would take 
care of paſſing ſuch a Conſtruction 
of obſeure Places of Scripture, as 
ſhall make them contradict the plain- 
eſt Expreſſions of it, and the Expe- 
rience of every Man that comes into 


the World. 


This Objection being Anſwered 
(for the ſake of which 1 have made 
an unwonted Digreſſion) ler me de- 
fire every one, whois required to re- 
ceive the Sacrament, as a Teſt ro 
prove that he fears God, and is fit 
te be entruſted, take heed that what 
have ſaid concerning the great 


6 


Danger of Unwerthy Neglecting, 
do not encourage him to ga to the 
Sacrament without due Examinati- 

on and Preparation for it. I would 
be very loth to be the occaſion of his 
Death- bed Anguiſh of Mind, when 
his departing Soul ſhall be full of 
:Jorrour, to think that he is going 
hence, and muſt appear before. the 
Judgment Seat of Him whom he re- 
garded not, but for the ſake of US 
preſent World. 

it muſt. likewiſe be eee 

chat I have been ſpeaking of thoſe - 
who live in the Neglect ot the Sacra- 
ment, and not of thoſe who ſeldom 
Communicate. I know it is the 
great fauli of Chriftians in this Age, 
chat they do not Communicate 10 
oiten, as the Reyerence which is due 
o the Ordinance, and the Neceflity - 
of their Souls, do require. But their 
Fault is not to be compared to the. 
taulr of choſe who live in the conti- 
zued Neglect of it. I have no deſign 
to extenuate the danger of Unwor- 


thy Receiving i in any: For although 
1 
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I have, hope, made it appcar, that 
the danger of Unworthy- Refuſing 
the Sacrament is generally the great» 
eſt; yet when I confider what u fear- 
ful thi ung ir is forſinners, who: do not 
fear God, and ſavour the things. of 
Religion, to come as the true "Dil- 
cipies of Chriſt, to this Ordinance; 
I cannot but ſay, chat their danger is 
very great. Let not therefore an itt 
uſe be made of what I have ſaid, but 
let every one conclude, having often 
heard the:danger of Unworthy Re- 
ceiving, and now read the danger of 
Unworthy Neglecting, that the Sa- 
crament is a grcat and (olemn Ordi- 
nance, which lies in the ſinners way, 
ro ſtop him in his road way that load- 
eth to-deftrattion, and is a great Ar- 
gument to him to enter into the Path 
of Life. For it is on one hand a dread- 
ching, that the Children and Ser- 
vants of the Devil, who yield Obe- 
dience to him, ſhould come to the 
Lord's Supper, amongſt thoſe that 
are the Children and Servants of God, 


as if they could come undiſcovered 
to 


to the All-ſeeing God © That” thoſe 
whom Chriſt calls Vis Enemies, be- 
cauſe they will not ſuffer bim to rule 
over them, ſhould come as it they 
were his Friends and Subjects; And 
on the other hand, for Men to turn 
their backs upon this Ordinance ſor 
the ſake of their ſins, and thereby ro 
throw away the great Inſtitution of 


him from whom they declate chat 


they expect Salvation; This admits 
of greater Aggravations. Let every 
one therefore reſolve, that he will a- 
void Both theſe Rocks, by betaking 
himſelf to the ſincete Practice of Re- 
ligion, and by frequenting this Holy 
Ordinance, by which he will enjoy 
great 'pleaſure and ſatislaction to his 
Mind in this World, and obtain 
good aſſurance of everlaſting glory 
and happineſs in the World to come. 


\ 


IV. The Non-Communicant is 
Unworthy in that he dorh nor only. 
caſt Contempt upon the Sacrament 
ol the Lord's Supper, but upon the 
Sactament of Baptiſm likewiſe, * 
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dinance which opens the Door and 
lets us in to the Banquetcing-houle : 


If then the Non Communicant re- 


* 


not regard bur fights his Baptiſm, 


8 


. our Saviour are inſignificant and of 


82 The Unwozthy 
fo both the poſitive Inſtitutions of 


no account to him. - 

The two Sacraments have a ſpe- 
cial Relation to each other. The 
Lord's Supper is a high priviledge 
which Chriſtians have valued above 
their Lives. it is the Souls Feaſt of 
Fat Things. It is that Spiritual Ban- 

vet with which. our Saviour enter- 
tains thoſe who are dearer than his 
Life was to Him. Baptiſm is the Or- 


None but thoſe who are Baptized arc 
to be admitted to the Lord's Supper, 


gards not the Lord's Supper, he doth 


at Jeaſt, ſo far as it hath relation to it 
He that ſlights the Feaſt, muſt needs 
flight that which gives Admiſſion to 
it. The Sacrament ot the Lord's 
Supper is a renewing of that Cove» 
nant which we made with God in 
our Baptiſm ; and is not only a re- 
newed E gagement on out parts, to 
Be 


Non⸗Communicant. 83 
Believe in God, aud to Serve him, but 
on God's part likewiſe by which he 
als to us the forgiveneſs of our Sins, 


chat we are his Children and Heirs of 


Eternal Life, If we care not for re- 
newing this Covenant, it is a ſign 
:hat we value not the firſt Agres> 


* 4 


nent that we made with God in our 


Baptiſm. Beſides, the Sacrament of the 


ord's Supper is a great means for 


2ur obtaining Grace to enable us to 


cep the Covenant of our Baptiſm. 
uwe come not to it, tis a ſign that 
we have no mind to perform what 


we promiſed, which of our ſelves 


e are not able to pertorm. 

Mere it not a little beſides my pre- 
ant purpoſe, F could eaſily ſhew, that 
hoſe who ate Non Communicants, 
they had not been Baptized in their 
.n{ancies, would never have received 
nat Ordinance, No adult Perloncan 
ce admitted into the Church of 
Chriſt by chat Ordinance, who'gderh 


iet own the Faith, and ſolemnly en- 
age to live as becomes the Goſpel, 


$* 3 


3 


{nd thoſe that perform this which 
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N he muſt ſay, * My Father made me ſo 


enter inte the Kingdom of God? if 
| you do own your Baptiſm, why do 


y for ſtrength and power to perform ir 2 
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we thy 
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Bapriſm engages Men to, are Wor. 
thy Co mmunicants. 

If we ask the Non-Communican: 
how he came to be called a Chriſtian 


«when 1 knew not what was done, 
and he or others promiſed that for 
me which I never intended to per- 

1 2 * form. | ; 
i would argue thus with the Non- 

Communicant. Either You own your 

Baptiſm or you do not: If you do | 

not, why do you not declare it 

Why do you call your ſelf a Chri- 

ſtian, and profeſs that you expect 

Salvation from him, who appointed 

that Ordinance to all that expect to 


you not take care to perform thar 
reaſonable and necellary Engagement 
which you made in it, by going to 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 


But Thad rather make another di- 
gteſſion, which I hope the Reade 
Will excuſe, conſidering that it may 
tend 


«ys 
5 


Non⸗C om ommunicant. 95 


—ä— — — Ae ——zͤ4««„ĩ„ĩ„.. „ 


te ad to the ſatisfaction of many Who 

470 in doubt concerning Baptiſm, as 
ui: is now generally uſed in the 
n, church of Chriſt. As there are a 


0 1 ar many whoſe Practices ſhew, 
e, chat they make no great account of 
Or: icir Baptiſm ; : fo. there are a great 


r. m. ny whoſe Principles are utterly a- 

zainſt it, and eſpecially againſt In- 
1 at- Bapti {m. And in regard that the 
ur actice of the Church depends more 
Jo upon Grounds and Reaſons from 
5criprure, than ſrom any expreſs In- 


laces which ſeem, to ſome, rather 
> {pcak apain(t it than for ir, and to 
il Aa of it rather than to commend 
he Practice ot it; 1 mall, for the la- 
g ction of thoſe who encline to the 
mabaptiſts, and are willing to be 
ent a d (tuch as have not taken up 


te g Opinion, and ate relolved to ſtick 
per Fo it what ever any ſay againſt it; 
ic 2 ich is the great cauſe of all Er- 


di-. Fel lay down theſe following Al- 
ler Nous, which I deſire all ach” Per- 


; ſoberiy, and with humble and 
mo- 


Ane 2s of it; and there are ſome 
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modeſt, and not with haug! wry and 


tubbocn Minds, to aer: 


'E CAE dren ch re Members of the 
Jewiſh Church as well as Adult Per- 


” 


lons, 


and there was an Ordinanc: 


appointed for them which was their 


great Priviledge 
17 E 6 ildr en HP Zu 576 
Bleſ l. 
nance for them by wich the 
itted into s 


3 
Whereſocver God entred! 


Churc! 


And it is not to be 
imag ined, that our Saviour, v ho 70.4 
Arms au 
-d them, ſhould allo no Ordi- 


Rs 


>< 


y ſhould 
. 


240 


into Co- 


Ye ant With the Parent, he entered 
i120 Covenant likewile with the 
Children of that Parent, that is, the 
Children were included in the Cove: 
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rent only, but the Child likewiſe upon 
engagement that the Child ſhould be 
brought up in the ſame Religion: Se 
Mat it was not neceſſary, that our 
Saviour fhould give an inſtance of 
hat which every one, to whom lie 

ame, knew was practiſed. But it 
Was neceſſary t that he ſhould have de- 
cared his Exceptions againſt Infants 
Zaptiſm, if he intended their exclufion. 

To what purpoſe ſhould our Sa- 
iour declare, that Infants ſhould 
nave the Sealof a Covenant, when 

cas never otherwiſe? Or, how can 
ye imagine, that our Saviour ſent to 
aptize Nations in which Infants had 
cen common y Baptized before, and 

ot intended that they ſhould be ex- 


— 


| das? > if FRG our Saviour had 
© CElAKed That Infants ſhould not be 


2aptized : Or if we had rcad of the 


poſtles refulal of them: Or if there 
12d been no Infants Baptized helore, 
10r any Ordinance for Infants; rhe 
\naboprit ts Opinion, had been built 
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8 8 
upon a good Foundation, but o- 
therwiſe it is very weak. 

3. As a Conſequent of this, Infants 
were Baptized in the Primitive 
Church, by the Holy Martyrs that 
ivffcr'd for C hriftianity, of which 
thoſe who writ againſt the Arabap- 
tiſts have given undeniable Proof. nd 
we are ſure, that if our Saviour had 
intended their Excluſion, they would 
never have done it. And it is not to 
be imagin's, that Aravaptiſis know 
bettcr What was the Mind of Chriſt, 
than thoſe Chriſtians did. If thoſe 
u ho are now of that Perſwaſion, had 
lived in thoſe days, and had confi- 
der d from whence our Saviour took 
that Ordinance, with the Grounds 
and Reaſons of it, they could not 
have been of that Opinion, which 
they have now, eſpouſed;becauſe,then, 


ed. ae e 


the Original ot it was ſrclh in the 


World. and the Uſe and Practice of 
8 
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Mea in the World. It is not only great 


| Haughtineſs of Mind, by which Men 
> | tink themſelves wiſer than the moſt 
- | Holy and Learned Men in a Ages of 
ie World, bat (gnorance chro” lenpth 
| »' Tims, that makes an Amnbaptiſt. 

Þ 4. Infants are B:lievers in a ſenſe, 


ar elſe they could nat be ſaved, nor 

21 v2 any Right to the Promiſes of 
> | ©Shcilt iathe Goſpel. And if they are 
- | #1 any ſeanſe ſuch Believers as are en- 
ruled ro Salvation, they are ſuch 


6 . 


N fer ers as have a Right to Baptiſm. 

= it he Eſtate belongs to a Child in 

, | t:!:2 Cradle, the lndentures and Seals 0 
1 of © at Eſta: e belong to him likewiie: 8 
The Child of a Believer, may as well 1 
5 called a Believer, as the Child of 

a Proſelite was called a Proſelite. If 


2 


* 


Jod gives Children but the Deno- 
| raination of Believers, it is ſufficient 
c g entitle them to Baptiſm, 

mM 5. Thoſe thar conſider the Caſe of 
I The „ muft needs be of a- 
: nother Opinion. This in Conjuncti- 
| 2 with the former Arguments, mult 
'5 bo of great force to thoſe that 
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are icrious and conſiderate, and not 
conceited and reſolute in a caſe which 
they have eſpouſed. 

As the Condition of the Jews is a 
living Argument of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, and the badneſs of their 
caſe : So ] may lay, that the Conditi- 
on of the Anabaptifts and their Un- 
lucceſsfulnels in all theit Attempts to 
eſtabliſh their Opinions, doch Ro, 
that God doth not, nor ever did ſhew 
any ſuch Favour to them, as might 
give any ſober Perſon gabe co think 
that they were God's Church and 
People, however they plead His 
Word to be their Rule; but that In- 
fant-Baptiſm is an Ordinance which 
God allow of, and hath countenan- 
ced ever ſince there was any Oppo- 
fition made to it. 

There is a Writer yer alive, who 
gives a large and ſtrange Account of 
the miſchievous Practices of the A. 
nabaptiſts in Germany, and other Pla- 
ces, what Diſturbers and wot Promo- 
ters of Religion they have bcen, 
whereſoeycr they have come. Bur 1 
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re 


wave all chat can be laid againſt 
em, eicher in this Nat ion or beyond 
he Ie as, and will only ay, Thar if f 
ind the higheſt Opinion of them for 
cheit Morals, that I have tor any ſort 
the World, yet 1 could never be- 
= Thatthe Primitive Chriſtians, 
to owned and practiced Infant- 
Rape and the Marty rs in all A- 
ges, were not Membets rightly ad- 
nicted igto the Church of Chriſt ; 
1 hat not only the Papiſts, but all the 
cformed Churches in the World, 
2 miſtaken in this Point, and that 
che Anazapti/ts are the only True 
1nd Righrful Members of Chriſt's 
ody. He mult be very We: ak and 
notqꝑiouſiy partial, who conſiders 
0 {c things, and doth not conclude, 
mat they are a Sect that ſeparate 
romp true Church which God 
12th owned in all Ages, and not the 
rue viſible Church of Chriſt, This 
thought fit to mention in Conjun- 
ion with other Arguments, by 
vhich many wavering Mi nds have 
>cen eſtab'iſhed 1 in the Truth; and 
God 
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God grant there may be che like ſuc: 
ceſs to thoſe in the like caſe, who 
{hall read them. 

V. Thoſe Excuſes which Men ge- 
nerally make for their not Recciving, 
are fo far {rom Juſliiying their Neg. 
Ice, that the V do not ſo much as en- 
tenuate it : Nay, they exceedingly 

aggravate the Guile of the Non- 
Communicant. The Truth is, no Ex- 
caſes muſt be made in ſuch a weigh- 
ty Matter as the Sacrament is. There 


may be Interruptions, but there muſt 


be no Excuſes, An Interruption is 
when a Man really intends to re- 
ceive the Sacrament, but lomew hat 
happens by which he is prevented, 
and it is a Trouble to his Mind that 
he is ſo. It is with Chriſtians in this 
Cale, as it was with thoſe {ſrae/ires 


which weread of, Namb. 9.6, . who 


ng hindred from eating the 0 5 
er by the legal Defilement of 
rad Corps, were extreamly og 
bled, and came-re Moſes, to know 
what they ſhould do. There were 


certain Men who were defiled ty the 
dead 


* 


* 
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As 7 Body of 4 1 1, "That they could 
291 na * 17 077 that day. And 


* cam? before Moles and befor Aa- 
ron on 1 45 ys Aud thoſe Men ſaid 


auto him, we are cefiled ty the dead 
ay of @ Man: Flerelere are we 


ep! Lack that we may not offer an Of. 


"1 2 af the Lord 1 4 bis” appointed 


Y 9 85 among the Children of iſrael. 
erve how far thoſe Men were 
"om making Excuſes for neglecting 
24's Ordinance, in that they were 
cxctreamly troubled at an Interrupti- 
i, nich probably they could not 
925 . for he that was ina Tent, in 
ich a Man dyed, or came into it, 
Vas uncleay, Chap. 19.14. and con- 


Py 


F hs. 


2 „ 


nucd fo ſeven days. This being of 


5 Mome nt, Moſes faid unto them, 
11 ſtill and I will hear what the 
Lord will command concerning you. 
nd we read that God in that Caſe 
1 that they ſhould keep the 
"1ſſc ver the next Monthe God allow- 


* 


of the Interruption for that time, 
chere mult be no Excuſe. We 


Numb, 9.17. That the Man 
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94 
who was not thushindred, if | he did 
not keep the Paſſover at the time ap* 
pointed, The ſame foul ſball be cut off 
from his H cople, becauſe he brought not 
the Offering of the Lord in his appoin- 
'ed Seaſon A place of Scripture very 
fir for Non-Communicants to con- 
ſider, who if they have no Impedi- 
ments. will make Excuſes inſtead of 
tem, and will pretend ſomewhat to 
be the cauſe of their Neglect, which 
is not really fo ; but the little regard 
which they have for the Ordinances 
of their Religion is the cauſe of their 
neglect. I ſhall firſt conſider what 
the general Excuſes are, and then 
conſider ſome more ſpecial Calcs. 

J. Some pretend that the Solemni- 
ty of the Ordinance is the cauſe of 
their Neglect: It is a very great Or- 


dinance, "2nd the ey durſt not adven- 


ture to make their ee „ 


know that there are ſome very good 


Chriſtians to dre this i is not an 
excuſe, but is a real Cauſe of their 
ablenting f trom the Sacrament. They 
think chat it is too great an Adven- 
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ture for ſuch as they are, to come ro 
their Lord's Supper, although they 


ate luch as ſincerely love him, and 


endeavout to kcep his Command- 
ments. What I have already ſaid, 
may give ſatisfaction in this Caſe, 
viz, That an humble ſenſe of Un- 


worthineſs is a good qualification 


'or a Commuicant; and that as the 
SACrament is a great and folemn Or- 
dinance, ſo it is a very great Duty 
to partake of it; and therefore Chri- 


ſtians muſt take care chat they do not 


complement our Saviour, but that 
ley examine themſelves; and reve: 


rently obſerye his inſtitution. Great 
Men do ſometimes allow of Sach ex- 
cules when they make invitations, 

but the Great God commands when 


ne invites, and chere can be no Neg- 
lect but it is a great fin, as L have al- 
ready ſhewed. 


But my chief deſign is to ſpeak of 


thoſe who make this a precence for 
cheir Non- Communicating, They ſay 


the Sacrament 1s a folemn Ordinance,. 


and chercfore they dare not come to it. 
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ebe enworthy 
But I would have them to conſider, 
whither they go when they turn a- 
way ſrom it. If it be to a continuance 
in a ſinful Courſe of Life, their con- 
dition is unſpeakably miſerable. 
What an affront is this to the great 
BY God and our bleſſed Saviour 2 I may 
| ſay. to them as the Apoſtle to the 
WIN Galathians, Be not deceived God is not 
I] i mocked, The beit that can be ſaid, is; 
Tut you do very reverently mock 
Cbriſt and his Ordinance: You are 
f afraid to come to fuch a ſolemn Or- 
dinancc, and you are not fir for it, and 
therefore you had rather chooſe to 
Ve in the breach of his Command- 
x ment, which you find your ſelves 
more fit for: This is Hail Maſter : 
This is co Crucifie Chriſt from a Re- 
verent reſpect to him. And as ſuch 
I. a Man is guilty of great Contempt 
of God under a pretence of Reve- 
rence to him, ſo he is guilty of moſt 
| prodigious. Folly. O fooliſh Non» 
Communicants, who bave bewirched 
ion, that you ſhould think to avoid 
i Sanger by neglecting a great and ſo- 
of ; + -. Jenn 
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ſemn Duty ? that you ſhould turn 
from the Sacrament to the commiſſi. 
on of fin to avoid damnation 2 The 
Scripture ſaith, Hle that committeth 
ix is of the Devil. The Non- Com- 
municant abſents from the Ordinance 
of Chriſt, and goes to the ſerviee of 
the Devil te avoid Damnation! 
All men ſhould conſider, that the 
'olemniry of the Ordinance is as well 
3 great reaſon why men ſhould par- 
:k2e,as it is why theythould prepare: 
becauſe it is an Argument that God 
-xpetts the Obſervance of it, and that | 
is heart is the more fer upon it. 
V hen ſervants are negligent of theic ; } 
| D 1ry, they hope to come off beſt by 
eglecting that which they think to 
be of leaſt moment. No Man ever 
id. omitted my Duty, and I hope 
| 1: be excuſed” becauſe it was a great 
| Commands I was required to taxe 
beat care in the Obſervance of it. 
er not any therefore think, that the 
We of the Ordinance will be 
ei excuſe for not obſerving it, bur 
Th +cir great Condemnation. 
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11, A ſecond Pretence, which is a 
conſcquent of the former, is, That 
Men are not prepared for it, and 
therefore they had better let it alone. 
I earneſtly deſire ſuch Perſons to con- 
ſider that, | 

1. This can be noPlea, becauſe they 
may be prepared if they pleaſe. 1 
know, that there arc a great many 
who would charge the Sin of Non- 
Communicating upon AlmightyGod, 
pretending that he muſt prepare them 
for it, or elſe they cannot receive wor- 
thily. But let me tell the ſinner, that 
his Contempt of God which brings 
Deſtruction to him, is of himſelf. Tho 
no man can be prepared without the 
grace of God and the aſſiſtance of his 

oly Spirit, yet this. is not the Cauſe 
of his being unprepared, ſor God hath 
promiſed his Holy Spirit to them that 
ask it. And the Experience of every 
ſinner, who is not ſtrangely hardned in 
his Impicty, tells him chat in this he 
doth exceed ingly provoke God; be- 
cauſe he knows that God is ſo far 


from being wanting to him, that he 
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doth fecretly ſollicit him to prepare, 
that he may worthily partake,and he 

will not. Thar fi ſinner is in a veryevil 
condition, wha charges God of te- 


quiring that of him which he canby 


no means perform. 
2. Your not being Propared is of 
icſelf a fin, and therefore ir muſt not 
he pleaded for a neglet of your 
Duty. This is to excuſe one ſin with 
another. It is as well a Duty to pre- 


pare as to partake, and the Negleck 


of it is a ſin which God doth as 
ſurely puniſh Luke 1%. 47. That 
Servant that Fuew his Lords will, 
and prepared not himſelf, neither 
did according to his will, ſhall be 
beaten with many Stripes. The Man 
in the Goſpel that came to the 
Feaſt without the Wedding Gar- 
ment was Speechleſs. No Man muſt 
plead Unpreparedneſs ; becauſe he 


may be prepared, and it is his ſin if 


he be not. 1 
This is a meer I Wes of the 

Jevil, by whicl: he would keep Men 
{ecure 
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ſecure in their ſins. This is not an 
Unpreparedneſs which brings grict 
and trouble to the Mind, as it ought 
to do; but it is a contented Unprepa- 
rednels. The People love to have it 
fo. He that ſeatcheth the heart knows 
that the Language here, is, I have 
no mind co be prepared and that 
renders the condition of the Non- 

Communicant to be very dreadful. 
4. This Pretence is endleſs. Art 
thou unprepared, when will it be o- 
therwiie? The longer that any one Neg- 
lects the Sacra ment, the more unprepa- 
red he is for it. There are many, who 
when they were young pleaded, that 
they were not preparedt en are prepa- 
red now, but it is to ſcoff at Re ligion, 
and to contèmn all that is Holy. And 
thoſe that are not openly Prophane 
are more unprepared than they were, 
by an encreaſe of the Love of the 
World, and the fixing of Evil Ha- 
bits. The Sacrament is an Ordi- 
nance Which comes to pluck up Sin 
at the Roots, and if that be kept off, 
Sin mult needs £c0v W APAce. He that 
being 
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being deſired to receive the Sacta- 
ment pleads, that he is Unprepared, 
may as well ſay that he never in- 
rends to FECUVes for he is more un- 
orepared now than he was formerly, 
and is like to be more unprepared 
rer wards than he is now. 
Gut it may be ſome will plead, 
That though every one may prepare, 
and it is his Duty ſo to do, and his 
Jin if he do not; yet the caſe of 
many is ſuch, that they cannot find 
Time to prepare: There had need 
0 days let a part on purpoſe 
Preparation : What ſhall Servants 
o that Work all the Weck from 
Lorning till Night, and have ſcarce- 
'y time enough for the neceſſary ſup- 
vorts of. Nature, that are forced to 
2 carly and goto Bed late? And 
chat ſhall thoſe do that have no- 
hing but from hand to mouth > 
Mult they, by preparing ſuffer their 
'amilies to want? 
To this I muſt anſwer; that every 
Jan hath or may have Time enough 
pre pare without any prejudice to 
his 
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though the 


Maſter, nor the poor Man from the 
Neceſſities of his Family, if we con- 
fider : 
r. That which beſpcałs a-Man to 
be a Worthy Communicant, is not ſo 
much his particular Acts of Piety 
and Devotion, as the general Habit 
and Bent of his Mind. The great 
Queſtion is, whether a Man really 
fears Cod, and whether he be Spiri- 
tually minded. He that lives in 
known ſins wichout Repentance and 
Amendment of Life, and intends to 
continue ſo, cannot be prepared for 
the Sacrament; though he ſpends 


never ſo much time in Reli giousDa- 


ties; becauſe he himſelf is not Re- 
ligious. f any ſuch Man ſhauld, 
for many Days and Weeks, abſtain 
from Sinful Acts which he hath been 
guilty of, and if he thould ſpend as 
much time in Religious Services 
both publick and private as prepara- 
tory to the Sacrament, without Re- 


ſolution to amend, it would not rea- 
der 
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der him a Worthy Communicant. 
This were but for a Child of the De- 
vil to dreſs himſeif in the counterfeit 
habit of God's Children, and then to 
return to his Father again. This is 
a moſt certain Truth; He that is 
Religious and Fears God in the ge- 
ncral Courſe of his Life, is more fit 
to receive the Sacrament without a- 
17 ſpecial Freparation for it, than 
he other can be, how much time ſo- 
ever he ſets apart in Order to his Re- 
cciving. His coming to the Sacra“ 
ment would not be like the Dilciples 
of eur Lord who had left all to fol- 
iow him, and did by this Ordinance 
engage themſelves to live and dye in 
che Faith, and in Obedience to his 
Commandments; but like the Whore, 
which Solomon ſpeaks of, who ſaid, 7 
| wave paid my Vows, therefore came I 

forth to meer thee, &c. Prov. 7. 14, 
. Some are ſo diſſolute as to think, 
that having Received the Sacrament, 
and ſpent ſome time to put them» 
elves into a good mocd in order. to 
it, they ſhall eaſily obtain a Pardon 
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ior the time to come, having made 
even with God for the time paſt. But 

as the Whore was a Whore il] for 
all her Vows, ſo this Wicked Man 
remains a Wicked Man ftiil, not 
withſtanding his Preparation and 
Communicating, And his S:crifice 
Was 4. Aominatiou to the Lord. It 
is not enough for a Man to fay, | 
muft not fin this Week, but avoid 
Temptations, becaute ] intcnd to re. 
ceive the Sacrament; but | muſt 
change the habir of Mind, muſt be- 
come a new Creature, I muſt ro- 
ſolve, that becauſe I have done py 
guity, I will de uo more, or elſe all 

the Preparation that can be made 
may ſignity nothing. There is a 
great difference in the Deſign of theſe 
Communicants. He that is Religious 
in the general courſe of his Life, 
comes to the Sacrament that he may 

e kept from fin for the time to co 

He that is only Religious in ordet to 
his R eceiving, comes to it that he 


may r again with leſs regret of 
Mind than he e did before. The Firſt 
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gs ore who deſires, that Chriſt may 
well in his Heart, and bear rule in 


D | 

0 1im The other is one of thoſe who 

row and then gives God an un-wel- 
c come Viſit, and chen returns to dwell 


">. 


ch his fins again. He muſt needs 
dan Unwagthy Communicant, that 
2 mes to the Sacrament, that he may 
8 a the greater freedom ſerve his 
| un after it. Tis not any particular 
4 ?;eparation, how much time ſoever 
one hath for it, that beſpeaks a 


ſt ö an to be a Worthy Communicant, 
.it he be not heartily reſoly d to be- 
eme a good Man. 

5 | There is no Time prefixed for 
1 r- ele but Men are left to the 
6 ace of the Goſpel and of the New 
4 ovenant. We read in the Old Te- 
> | fizmentof a ſpecial Time which God 
15 o inted for Preparation, when the 
. Pc 'op were to make their ſolemn 
y | ->proachcs to him. When God ap- 
e |< 1 the People to meet him up- 
0 the Mount, he required two days 
e re 1 Exod. 19. 15. When 
f ent a Summons to the Seventy 
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Elders to appear before him, he te- 
quired a days Preparation. Say unte 
the People, Saucliſie your felves againſ. 
to Morrow ; and more Inſtances might. 
be given. But under the Goſpel, God 
accepts the Will for the Deed. He 
that would ſpenc dime, if it were his 
. in a ſolemn Preparation, is 2 
elcome to God as if he had r 

* % much time in order to * 
Receiving. Where Time is wanting, 
there may be, and doubtleſs is a ſup⸗ 

ply from the Grace of God. Solomon 
faith, Prov. 16. 1. Tie preparation 


of the heart is from the tad And 


it is not to be doubt. ed, but throug gh 
the Grace of God, thoſe who have 
but little time to prepare, do receive 
as much to their comfort, and find 
as great benefit by it as. thole wh 
have ſpent more time in Preparation 
for it. 
know that ſome very Pious Mi. 
niſters have fo much inſiſted upon 
the ſpending of ſome conſiderab!c 


Time as preparatory to the Sacra- 
ment, char they have diſcouraged ma- 
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1y good Chriſtians from coming to 
ir, who have not had time from their 
navoidable Occaſions, to prepare 


Hat it is of great Concern, that thoſe 

who intend to Communicate ſhould 
ſpe 1d time in preparing themſelves, 
and the more the * ſpend, the more 
comfort and ſatisfaction it is to 
chem But this muſt not diſcourage 

er vants and others, who want time, 
= whoſe time is not properly their 
own. The Scripture hath given no 
11ndard in this caſe ; and from thence 
tis that {ome very pious Chriſtians, 
fron n an humble ſenſe of their Un- 

worthinels and Unfitneſs to receive, 
think they have not ſpent Time e- 
nough in preparing, and therefore 
ney will ſtay till the next Commus 


temlelves for it, | will readily grant, 


nion ; and when that comes they 
All chink they have not ſpent Time 
10ugh; and by this means the molt 


1 gueſts are kept from the 
| .ord's _— would have ſuch 
erſons, and all that are pious and 
devot Chriſtians, to conſider. the 

cale 
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| 
4 caſe of the Corinthiaus before men- 
gl tioned. They received Unvor- 
thily, and thereby provoked God to 
Anger: The Apoſtle admoniſhes 
them to Examiue themſelves before 
they received again, but he doth not 
preſcribe any Time that they ſhould 
ſpend, nor doth he tell them that it 
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would be convenient for them to for- 
' bear coming to the Sacrament for 
ſome time: But et a man examine 
bimſelf, and ſo let him eat of that 


Bread, and drink of that Cup; when 
tis probable there was to be a Com- 
munion the next day. 

3. it is poſſible that Men in this 


I caſe of Preparation may be over 
WoW" Rightèous, nay it is pollible, they 
may be Superſtitious too. They are 
over Righteous who ſpend that time 


ö Fi in preparation, Which they cannot 
| {pare from neceſlary Occaſions, If 
the Poor Man neglects his Family, 
or the Servant his Maſters eee 
though it be for the ſake of the Sa- 
crament; God may ſay to them, 
Who hath required this at your Hands ? 
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| Some may be Superſtitious in theit i 
: ee Such as think they iþ 
ſhall be accepted of God according i. 
| > the number of Meals which they if 
ave abſtained from; or the Hours 1 
bey have ſpent in Reading, Prayer 
| r Meditation, Whereas, as to the {| 
i, Abſtinence in it ſelf ſignifies no- 1 
| bing. It is only to be uſed ſo far as 
': may. kecp the mind from being in- 1 
| 1i1poled for that which is good. And „ 
1 be Conſtitutions of ſome cannot if 
| bear Faſting, bur are more indiſpoſ- 1 
by it than if they continue their 1 
onred Meals, And by numbring, ii 
| Hours or Prayers (as Papiſts do) 1 
Man may place Religion wrong, il 
260 ; all chat he doth may be without i 
| gat Devotion of Mind, which alone 1 
acceptable to God, and preparato- 1 
co this holy Ordinance, 'N 
et Men take heed that they mi- 9 
ae not by ſetting Bounds and Me- i 
ar 5 wh God hath ſer none. Let j 
LY 


0, not think, chat unleſs they had | 
0 much Tims for roi God | 
not accept of them, for God 2 


b | hath 
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hath. made no ſuch appointments, 


Tis not Time allowed that is of ab- 
ſolute neceſſity, but a ſincere defire 
and endeavour to obey the commands 
of our Saviour that makes a Man a 
worthy Communicant. 

4+ Let him that complains of the 
want of Time take heed, that he 
doth not neglect that time he hath 
Or mY bave to ſpend in preparing 
himſelE, What Man is there in the 
World, who, for ſome additional ad- 
vantages, Would not find time to 
pare from his neceſſary occaſions 
There are many who will work _ 
der than ordinary for the ſake o 
little Liberty: Others to gain 2 
Protit and Advantage to themſelves. 
Surely ſuch Perſons, if they have a 
defire to walk in the Pleaſant ways 
of Religic n, _y make haſt to dit- 
patch their buſinel s, that they may 
have 2 little tiin > to examine, and be. 
think therlelves S the ſtate of theit 
Minds, how the great Affairs 
ſtand beiweor: God and their own 
Souls. Ihey may find time to con- 


| {ider 
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ider what Sins they have to re- 
bent of, and heartily to beg God's 
Grace, that they may eſcape them 


for the future; and it they do ſo, they 
are Worthy Communicants, though 
hey have had but little time for 
e diſpatch of theſe great Concerns. 


cannot think there is any Man 


i acmp loyed, but he may find time 
the Morning and Evening to pray 
1 30d, and if he 3 make it 2 
ct Duty, and be a 
et there may be fervent Ejaculati- 
WET by which he may lift up his 


alone undiſturbed, 


leart to God, which God will hear, 
id have {; ecial regard to: And by 


de uſe of them, his mind will be 


pt in ſuch a Religious Frame and 


| "emper, that he wil ll be a Worthy 
aImmunicant, and a welcome Gueſt 


the Lord's Table. 


J. Let thoſe who make this Ex- 
e, confider the ill conſequences 


Non-Communicating. They that 
POR they want Lime to pre- 
„find Time enough to commit 


hols ſins Which make them unfit 
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1 for that or any. other Rel igious Dus 
i ht ties. Whatever Buſineſs they have 
il to do, they find time ro harden their 


Hcarts a 5 againſt God and Religion, ſo 
that no impreſſions of Good may be 
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i made in them. He that at firſt thought 
1 he might not come, becauſe he want 


ed Time to prepare, will atterwards 
| tetuis to come, though he hath more 
. Time than he knows what to do 
* with. Nay, he wil! gather throw it 
away, and his Soul with it, by 
4 pending it in the Se a ice of the De- 
vil, than; n preparing to bo 8 Worthy 
| Communica ant. : | 

"3 III. There js another Pretence, 
140 and that is the Temptations which 
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ate end the diſpa * of neceſſary Bu- 
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18 evil, and ire 38 16 
them io "bj n Os pte gring 
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for kt 
Sacrament, Let ſuch et onſider; 
ts It may be they ay te with · 
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out 3 Cauſe, and that in Dif 1 
theit Bulincls, they are not Temp 
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ted to that which is really Evil. It 
may be this Man thinks, that he can- 
not prepare, becauſe his Buſinels 
wil unhinge the Devotion of his 


Mind, and put it out of that Reli- 


. 
111 


vious Frame and Temper which he 


would keep it in, if he intended to 


»artake. He thinks that a Man may 


not Receive, unleſs he can for ſome 
time keep his Mind fo free from ſuch 
incumbrances, as not to have a 
Thought of Worldly Buſineſs enter- 


tain'd by him. There is no Reaſon, 


why this ſhould hinder his Recei- 
ving. The lawſul diſpatch of World- 


y Buſineſs, mult not hinder Men. 


from the Sacrament, nor mult the 
dactament hinder Men from the dil. 
patch of Warldly Buſineſs. Ve have 
wo ſuch Rule, If a Man ſpends that 
time with his Cuſtomers, which he 
intended to ſpend with God in ſe- 
cret Devotion, and there hath been 


innocent Mirth, this is no Offence to 


God, only it is adviſeable, that at 


his return, he reduce his mind to ſe- 


rivulnels and devotion, in order to 


E 3 his 
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114 
his Receiving, and then he needs nor 
tear but he ſhall be welcome at the 
Lord's Table. 

* 2. If, in the diſpatc -h of guerre 
Men do that which is really evil : 
they defraud, or if they are guilty of 
Drunkenneſs (which is become ſuch 
a Concomitant of Trade, that there 
are a great many whom the Devil 
will nor ſuffer to diſpateh their Buſi- 
neſs with their Cuſtomers, unlels 
they diſpatch their Buſineſs with him 

the ſame time) and it happens 
ſome days before the Sacrament; 


Let him repent and humble his Soul 


to God, to think that he hath for- 
gotten God and his own Soul, at that 
- time when he ſhould have prepared 
for the Bleſſed Sacrament: And if 
he be ſincerely 3 he need not 
omit it. Nay, he hath the more 
need to receive it, by how much he 
ſees how prone he is to fall into 
Temprations, that he may be kept 
from them. And if this hach happen. 


ed a little before the Sacrament, and 


lo near to it, that he cannot be _ 


Non-Communtcant, IT 7 


fied of his Repentance, ſo as to come 
ro the Sacrament the next time of 
Adminiſtration, let him go to his 
Miaiſter, and bewail the Cauſe of 
is not Receiving : Let him think 
how happy Werthy Communicants 
ate, and what a ſad thing it is, that 
he ſhould do that which makes him 
afcaid of the Lord's Table. Bur it 
chis be the Caſe, viz, That he did 
not intend to receive, and hopes that 
iy will excuſe him; if he be not in 
the ſnare of the Devil, and under the 
Dominion of Sin, Iam ſure no Man 
in the World is. He may as well 
peak plainly, and ſay, I love my 
din better than the Sacrament, and 
ſinful Companions better chan pious 
Communicants. And I tuppole theſe 
ace the Men, as well as others, who 
cop from the Sacrament to avoid 
Daianation | 
3. If Worldly Buſineſs 3 
Mens into ill Company, and is the 
caſion of Sin, let them make haſt 
0 e it, and tell the Company 
that they ate to Communicate. Our 
Saviour ſaid, / any ſhall be aſtamed 
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of me before Men, of him will I be a- 
ſhamed before my Father. He doubt- 
leſs ſpake it in reference to the De- 
riſion with which Jews and Hea. 
thens thought to make Men aſhamed 
of Chriſtianity (which was the Rea- 
{on of the Croſs in Baptiſm.) But in 
our Age we had need make uſe of it 
to encourage one Chriſtian, whom 
another derides for obſerving the 
inſtitutions of our Saviour. It there 
be any that are ſo aſhamed of Chriſt 
and his Ordinance, - that they wil! 


rather go on to commit Sin for Com- 


pany-ſake, than give ſuch a Reaſon; 
they are Unworthy indeed | For it 


appears plainly, that they are aſha- 


med of the Sacrament, but not of 
their Sin. The Sacrament was ap- 
pointed to keep Men from Sin, 
but if they may not Loth be entcr- 
tain d, the Sacrament muſt ſtand ofl. 

4. Let theſe Perſons conſider what 
manifeſt Contempt they caſt upon ali 
other Ordinances of Chriſt. They can 
go to Prayers and Sermons all the 
year Jong, and it ſignifies nothing; 


2 — 


{or they can go to their ſinful Com- 
panions all the Week after, and it 
may be on the Lord's Day as ſoon as 
the Publick Service is done, as if it 
were in Defiance of thoſe little things 
of Religion. They can confeſs their 
ins, inſtead of ſorſaking them, run to 
them as ſoon as they have done. They 
can pray to the Great King of Hea- 

ven for Pardon, and make haſt to 

Rebel again, They can hear what 
the Grear God commands, and 


what he promiles, and what he 


threatens, but it all ſignifies - no- 
thing to them. 
dal regarded more what Miniſters 
laid, than they do. Tis only the 
Sacrament that they ate afraid of, 
becguſe they have ſome Guilt and 
hy which will not ſuffer them to 

e that approach to God, which 


they think is nearer and more So- 


lemn. This ſhews the Calc of the 
Sinner to be very deſperate. i, ap- 


| A chat he is reſo] ved to 


ivo a ſinful life, and that he will not 
ba ve to do With Religion any torther 
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than it ſhall leave him JIrrelzgzous. 
Praying and Hearing are weak things 
which his Sin keeps under, and doth 
not ſuffer them to prevail to the ſub- 
duing of it; and becauſe he looks 
upon ** Sacrament to be of greater 
force, he comes not at it. 

If this be the caſe of the Sin- 
ner, tis never like to be other wiſe. 
This Man doth not intend to leave 
his Trade, and therefore intends not 
to Communicate. 

6. Let all Perſons conſider, that 
the more worldly Buſineſs any one 
hath, the more neceſſary it is that he 
ſhould be a frequent Communicant. 
mention this, becauſe many think 
That only they. who have moſt lei- 
{ure from worldly Buſineſs ought to 
be frequent Communicants, and that 
it cannot be expected from thoſe 
that have many or great Concerns. 
This ſuppoſeth that the Sacrament is 
only an Ordinance which was ap- 
pointed, that Chriſtians ſhould pay 
their Reſpects and Ack nowledgments 
0 Chriſt by it, and not for the good 
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of Mens Souls, and to keep up in 
chem a quick Senſe of the Love of 


Chriſt to them, and to preſerve them 


from the Power of Temptations, 


which hinders the-growth of Grace 


and Piety. The Rich Man, or the 
Man that hath many worldly Con- 
cerns, ſhould ſay : I have more 
need to frequent the Sacrament 
than others. I am in great danger 
af loving the World more than 


# 


* Chriſt, and he hath declared that 


he Will not account ſuch to be Vor- 


$ 

than others, of my Heart being 
' ſtolen away from God, and there- 
fore I will frequent that Ordinance, 
chat my Riches, or the defire of 


» 


F 


chat pleads buſincls, and neglects 
the Sacrament, doth plainly de- 
glare that the World is uppermoſt 
in his eſteem, and that the Sa- 
crament muſt nor be regarded, but 
hen the World will give way to it. 
To Conclude this; Let me tell 
every ſuch Pretender, that he caſts 
2 


them may not ruine me. He 


thy of Him. I am in more danger 
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mY i 
1 a moſt manĩſeſt contempt upon the 
1 Sacrament. If the King ſhould ſend 
WAH 


nt for him, and he were alraie of his 
. WS! . - ; 
1 Diſpleaſure, neither Buſineſs nor 


Company muſt hinder, but that 
n 7 
100 Chriſt commands his Attendance is 
WAKE a little thing to him, If any news 


were brought to himot an Eſtate or 
| Legacy, or any great Worldiy Ad- 
vantage; Buſineſs and Company 
muſt give way, but the Sacrament 


1 
4128 2 the Concern of his Soul, and 
14 therefore it may be let alone 


1 IV. There is another general Pre- 
9! - tence, and that is the danger of Re- 
[hs  lapfing. There are many who would 
Ay receive the Sacrament, but they are 
afraid they ſhould fall into Sin again. 
Let ſuch Perſons conſider. 

1. Their Cale is very dangerous 
whilſt they neglect it. It is the Spi- 
i ritual Food of the Soul: Men do 
not forbear their nouriſhment for 
ſcar it ſhould breed diſeaſes. It is 
the Souls Phyſick to purge away in - 
Men do not reſuſe a Remedy for. fear 
boa Felapſe. He that . this doth 
ll not 
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not conſider the Neceſſity of Com- 


municating, but only the Danger of 


Receiving. 

2+ It is not expected that any can 
wholly avoid Temptations to Sin af- 
ter they have receiv d, but that they 
ſhould he the more careful to avoid 
them, and that they ſhould not al- 
low themſelves i in them, but repent 


and amend, IE Men could be fo Ho- 


ly as this Pretence ſuppoſeth, no 
Man ſhould need to receive above 
orice. But the Sacrament is appoint- 
ed to be a continued Means by which 

ſen are more and more enabled a- 
gainſt their Corruptions, which ſup- 
poſeth a continued Conteſt, but not 


an abſolute Victory. Every Man 


may reſolve, that he will for the fu· 


ture ſtrive againſt his Sin, and when- 
ſoever his Conſcience accuſeth him 
of ſinful Compliances, that he will 
repent and beg God's Pardon and 
God's Grace to withſtand it for the 
time to come. And this every Man 
muſt do that expects Salvation, tho 
he were not required to receive the 


. 
7 
2 1 
1 


Sacrament ; and if he do fo, he is a 
Worthy Communicant, | 

3. Thoſe that enter upon a Reli- 
gious Liſe, and reſolve to come to 
the Sacrament upon ſerious debates, 


have no cauſe to fear Relapſes. If 


indeed a Man comes to the Sacra- 
ment upon a ſudden Fit, in hope that 
it will remove ſome particular Trou- 


ble from him, and ſo make it an 


Experiment only, and fin atterwards ; 
this is no relapſe into Sin, for he ne- 
ver forſook it. But thoſe who from 
a {erious conſideration of their Du- 
tiy, and of their danger whilſt they 
neglect their Duty for the ſake of 
their Sin, do reſolve to enter into a 
new courſe of Life, and with {crious 
Reſolutions and hearty Prayers for 
God's Grace and Bleſſing, come 
to the Sacrament, they need not fear 
but they thall perſevere in the ways 
of Religion. For, 1. The Grace 
of God will not be wanting to them. 
2. Thoſ: Arguments which induced 
them to be Religious, will continue 
and be of no leis force for r. 

eve 
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{:yerance in the Practice of Religion. 
Such a Man cannot ſay, chat when 
he began to be Religious he did not 


well conſider why he ſhould be ſo, 
and therefore upon ſecond thoughts 


he finds it beſt to go back again. 
2. The Pleaſure of Religion will con- 
cinue and encreaſe. No Man hath 
cauſe to ſay, tis ſuch an uncouth 
and unpleaſant ching to be Religi- 
ous; that I had better leave it off. He 
cannot ſay that the Non Communi- 
cant who flights Religion, and a- 
yoids the thoughts ot his own con- 
dition, hath more pleaſure in his 
Mind, than he that Examines himſelf, 
and ſe eats of that Bread, and drinks 
of that Cup. Theſe chings conſider d, 


there is no ſuch danger of Relapſing 


as the Non-Communicant is afraid 
of. 4+ The good Succeſs of Com- 
municating {news that there is no 
ſuch great danger. it may be there 
are iome Communicants who live 
iinful Lives, but this is no reaſon 


why any ſhould keep from the Sa- 


crament for fear of relapſing; be- 


cauſe | 
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cauſe tis roo probable that ſuch Per- 
ſons receive the Sacrament, chiefly 
from their regard to the Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity, and becauſe it is 
the Duty of every Chriſtian, and not 
that they may be the more Holy and 
Religious. This is a great Reaſon 
why you ſhould Communicate from 
Principles of true Piety, but no rea- 
ſon why you ſhould fear relapſing, 
bcecauſe they never relapſed, but are 
; the fame that ever they were, He 
that ſuggeſts this to keep Men from 
the Sacrament, knows the contrary. 
If there were ſuch a probability of 
revolting from God, he would nor 
be fo buſie to keep Men from en- 
gaping themſelves to him. Where 
| there is one ſinner that periſheth by 
returning ro Sin, there are thoutands {| 
that periſh, becauſe they never be- 
gan to be Religious. 

Theſe are Pretences by which 
Men ſlight their Saviour, and grati- 
ſy the great enemy of their Souls. 
Thele are his Devices by which he 


gets Advantage againſt Men. By 
| tnete 


* 
en 


ng 
* 


„ Iv: 


222 > = 


Ty 


© Non-Communicant, x25 


2 N * 5 ee 8 » — — = ny 


theſe he chears Men of the greateſt 
yicaſure in this Life, and of Plea- 
{ures for ever more in the Life to 
come. 

God of his infinite Mercy grant, 
that Non Communicants may conſi- 
det how much they have neg llected 
their Duty and their Benefit: What 
diſhonour they have occaſioned to 
the Chriſtian Religion, and what 
Deſtruction they are bringing to 
rhemſelyes, whilſt they do fooliſhly 


think to avoid it. There never Was 
3 pretence, nor ever ſhall be, that 


will ſerve a Man's turn for the neg- 
ect of his Duty. God hath made 


the way plain before every Man, 


and if He turns out of it, tis be- 


cauſe he is reſolved he will not walk 


in it. The Sacrament is a very cheap, 
and not a coſtly Sacrifice. No Man 
is the Poorcr, but every Man may 
be the Richer for it. God requires 
nothing of any Man in order to his 
Obſcryance of it, but what he may 
do, and if he neglects to Do this in 
Remembrance of his Saviour, he can- 

not 
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not expect to be Remembred by him 
in his Heavenly Kingdom. 
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PRAYERS. 
A PRAYER to be uſed, by 


thoſe who have been Non-Com- 
municants, from their refuſing to 
be Reformed. 


. () Moſt gracious and merciful Tord Ged, who 
Rr” doſt pardon and accept the vileſt Sinners when 
they repert, and return ts the diſcharge of their D's 

ties. I who have been 4 wretebed Comemner of abe 
greateſt Love that ever was ſhewed to Mankind, do 

nom proſiraye my ſelf before thee, lamenting from 

whe bottom of my Heart, that / have mad: many hy- 
pocrriical Fretences, when thy Word and my own 
Conſcience told me, that | 6iight not 16 turn my bac! 
upon be Command and Invitaion of my Saviour 10 

this Hoh Ordinance, but 10 bave frequented ir with 

the greateft Praiſe and Thankfulneſs ++ 1 muſt like. 
wiſe, with ſhame and confufon of Face. acknowledge 

*bat it was only for the ſake of my Sins (thro? the 
Temptations of the Devil, and the C orruptios of my 

en nau ghty Heart) that I have thus Wickedly de- 
parted from my God, and ſligbied the remembrance 

&f my dying Saviour. O what a Monſter of Ingrati- 

zude hade / been ] How have I walked in the Paths 
of the Deftroyer, when I might bave been wel- 
' ome 10 my Saviour « 1pretended thit 1 was not pre. 
Fared to ve emeriained by thee, but 1 was always 
| pre- 


— 


Prayers. 1 
? Ne pedo fin agatnſt thee. O how great isi pa- 


tion? and loving kindneſs to me, that thou didft not 
ive me 1p to the hardneſs of my Heart, by which [ 
ie hi never Taſt of thy Supper. O let my Soul 
om henceforth be reviſhed with the Lave of my 
3:viour, which, had it no: been for thine infinue 
Mercy, might have been, before this time, ruin d 
for ever by the love of my Sin, I pretended that 7 
115 unworthy, but thou Lord, who ſearcheſt he 
arts of all Men, knoweſt that I tept from ii Holy 
able, becanſe J choſe to be unworthy. Thy Hol 


6 


{tar} 


Spirit often ſtrove With me, but 1 refiſted | 
juenched rhe motions of is: O bow great is 1hy Fa- 
ti2pie and goodneſs, that it is not attearly taken 
from me! Bleſſed, for ever Bleſſed bs i, Name, 
that 7, who have deſerved the greareſt of thy Fuig- 
ente, may yer be admined to partate of the greateſt 
| thy Favours. O give me thy Grace, that 1 may 
come before thee with that Godly Sorrow for my 
Tins, which is never to be ſorrowed for; and 
with that lively Faith which may quicken me 10 al 
Holy Obedience. O let thy Grate and Holy Spirit af- 
nme in the Performance of my Reſolutions, wat I 
may be thine for ever. Amen. 


n 


Bi. „ | 

A Prayer to be uſed by thoſe who have 
been Non-Communicants, from a Mi- 
ſtake concerning the Danger of Un- 
worthy Receiving. | 


() Mojt good and gracious Lord God, thou art the 
Faber of Mercies, and the God of all Conſo- 
ation. Thou delightes inthe Approaches of poor pe- 
tent ſianers inte thy preſence, None of thy Com. 

| mand. 
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mandments to us are grievous, but in keepin 8 O 
them there i; great Reward. 30 won der fu 79 thy 


_” Nr 
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goodneſs toward us, that whatſoc ber thou required 
rs not ſo much ro ſhew thy Authority over us, as thy 
goodneſs and laving kindneſs to us Thou dof yor 
threaten the Diſobedient, io mate them always 2 
fraid to appear before thee, but that they may amen 
their ways, and be gracioufly accepted of tber. Nor 
do#? thou require any thing of the © bildren of Men 

but whit ebou dot enable them to perform. Thou par- 
Aoneſi all Unwortbineſs that is nos wilful, aud dot} 
r on Heßt, but encourage all that are ſincereiy 
deſtrous to pleaſe thee, in the diſcharge of their Du. 
ties. Thoupinielt and paſſeſt ty the ivfirmities and 
Errours of 1hoſe that ſtvcerely defire and endeavour to 
keep thy Precepts. 7 mho have been afraid to come 
to the Bleſſed Ordinance, do now d. fire ro dam year 
with full aſſurance of Faith, tat my dear Saviour, 
who never rejected any that fincerely loved bim, will 
not only accept of me, but likewiſe encreaſe Halib 
and Love towards kim. Keep me O Lord kenceforth 
from all tormenting fea-s, which may binder me 
From approaching 10 thee, and deligbiing in thee 
end prejerve that filiall and revereniial fear, which 
doth not caft out Love, but encreaſe it. Let me never 
Forget, tbat whilſs I am afraid to enteriain my fin, 7 need 
nor doubt of Leing entertained by my Saviour, but be 
aſſures, tba: bi, precious Body and Blood will be my 
gor i ou Kedempriion. Pardon & Lord my former G. 
miſſions, and grant, ibat as oft as I eat of this Bread, 
and drink of this Cup, to ſhew forth his Death, 
J may haypily find in me more and more the Death of 
Sin, and the encreaſe of 4 Spiritual and Heavenly 
Life, nil at lengrb. / ſhall come to the Perſetion of 
Glory in thy Heavenly Kingdom, there 10 ſhout forth 
eternal Hali:lujahs to thee, whs fines} upon the 
Throne, and 10the Lamb for ever and ever, Amen. 
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rayer to be uſed by thoſe Fenitents 
that re Converted from a Vitious 
and Profane Life, 


A Imighty and mo$i Glorious Lord God, Thou 


art a Great God, with wbom is terrible Ma- 


, and yer bave not dreaded thee 3 A good and 
16 6 -reifu God, and 10 borefore have 1, 4 wretched hel- 


Creature, bardued my Hears * thee, Al 
aner. iclnowle. Se, _ is ts thy Mercy that 1hey 


cre not conſumed i O whas Mercy is it What pg. 
tence and forbearance, os am noi now with the 
ei and his Angels, who bave only entertained 
16 = and their a: et Motion, 10 the di ſhonour 


; Holy Name, and the deſtruction of my own 
; ors bad 101 thy wonderful aud altoniſhing (Ir 806 


enge it: And that's not all, for / 54 5 been 700 
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uon of hy barrid dix: of many ethers ; z and lome 


fu hem, fer ought 1 know, are now in the place of 
113 


nents. blaſphoming iy Patience and Forbearanes 
ads me Ae I am not there with them, eon. 
i: that i] gue been wor ſe than à beatt before thee, in 
Hug mx tet If, ph oe excellent fa bene with 
46 thou baf adorn? d my Loud, and wie Treud 
ve engaged me in bonn rang thee my Maker, 1 


* 


e 108 uy 3 my ſelf abeminable in thy ft, 


in ile feht f als go Men, but in the 1: 17; 9 
cs the: ave aye whe nun 1 % filthy un nau hies 
1 which | j bawe be; ane my ſel] and others. 

wkngmjedge tb / have been a profane wrotihy.. 

REY 1 of reſiſting the De vil, PACE bey bim 


rome his Kingdom; Aud ih 1 not a, that I 
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228 ? tor { have bern more PIR: | than ue De- 
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130 Prayers. 


vil, in triſing with 1943 Damnation which makes 
bim tremble. Wilt tkou ſave him who hath ſo often 
caled to thee to Damn himſelf as well as others 7 
Shall the Words of Eternal Life be ſpoken #0 him tha: 
bath made & jport of ZTiernal Death ? I ronjd no, 0 
Lord ! I could not expect it, were it not for the inf.- 
mie Merits of my Saviour, who gave bit Body and 
Blood for the greatefi Sinners, and the unſpeakable 
Love of thy Hoh Spirit, which is no: wholly talen 
from me, 4 it might jufily bave been. Since then 
thou art 4 God of bounadejs Pity, and do'ſt not delight 
in the death of the vileſi Sinner, who bab delighted 
to grieve thy Holy Spirit; I come witothee, my God 
and Saviour, that my filthy Soul may be waſhed and 
cleanſed 5y ihy precious Blood. Pardon mine Ini- 
quities, O Lord, for they are great, and let them 
be blotted out of thy remembrance for thy Names 
ſake. Convert C Lord, thoſe that bave been my Com- 
panions in N ickedneſs, that 1 may mee: ibem at this 
Holy rable; that we may have us more Communion 
with the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, but may 
take pleaſure in a Holy Communion with thy Fer- 
vants on Earth, which will bring us to an Eterna! 
Communion with all thy Saints in Glory, Amen. 
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A Prayer after Receiving. 


BY A ND now 0 moft Gracious God, what ſhall ? 
2 render to thee for this ineſumable Love, of 
which I bave been a happy Partaker. 7 am returned 

from this Bleſſed Ordinanee, C let my Soul be filled 
as with Morrow and Fatneis. Zet me always find 

by joyful Experience, how good it is to draw near 10 
my God and Saviour, from whom 1 have thus long 
deparied. Male me ſenſible, wat one day in thy 
| Cours 


N 5 


y purchaſed with thy precious Body and Blood. 
ie thankful Remembrance of it never ſlide oui 


Prayers. 131 


hurts is bener than a thouſand, and that this Spirje 
l Feaſt is weeter than the Honey and the Hos 
ney- comb, or all tbe ſurfriting Painties which this 
vain and empty World affords. & Lord grant ibat J 
nay never forges this Love of thine 10 my Soul, bug 
1-1 the Pemembrance of it be quick and powerfal in 
12, whenſoever any Temptation 10 Evil doth afſault 
mc, Len not my Soul, which hath been waſhed with 
be Blood of my Saviour, be polluted any more with 
Hold: But let the Remembrance of tys being 
Craucified for me, Crucity my Affections to is, 
rant that I may never uſe it {0 ds to be abuſed by 
„ but jet my Saviour's Purchaje for me, be ever va. 
e above all Riches: And let bis Love be ſo ſhed 
road in my Heart, 1b 7 may deſpiſe all that this 


h affords, for the ſake of it. Keep me, © Lord, 


* all ſecret as well as open Sins, that (baving 
r waſhed in this pure Founzin) I muy be cleanſed 
n all flthineſs here, and be made pariater of thy 
-eaventy Foys emongis i Hely Ines, for ever- 


<3277% Amen. 
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hort Prayer to be used by thoſe that 
were afraid of Relapſing. 


ibat my Soul could ſufficiently magnifie ibee 
my God aud Saviour, which thou baſt ſo 


my Mind, Afiſt my Reſolutions with 1þy Grace, 


+17 may hold en in this way, and be ſtronger 
4 ftronger to reſiſt al Temptattons to Evil. Let 


O Lord, find by joyful Experience, that my 


ref approaching thy Table, proceeded from the 
e of my great Enemy, who was 10th to part 


with 
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| wb my precious Soul And that thou wilt readily 

give me th) Grace, by which I ſpall uot leave nor 
Forſake thee, And then I cannot be left or forſaken 
by th:c, but ſball be gnided dy thy Conncel, l! 
: m received into thy Glory, where Satan ſab bg 
=” rwodden under foot, and wbere 4 ſhall never ſin 
= agginſt thee, but praiſe thy Holy Nazie fareptis 
3 | be. Am Nez | ; 
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